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Overview  
The current Western Australian Curriculum: The Arts was adopted and adapted from the Australian 
Curriculum version 8.4. 

Western Australia provided feedback to the Australian Curriculum, Assessment and ReporƟng 
Authority (ACARA) during the consultaƟon for the Australian Curriculum. 

The proposed revisions to the Western Australian Curriculum: The Arts, Visual Arts are adopted and 
adapted from the Australian Curriculum version 9.  
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Pre-primary 
By the end of Pre-primary, children explore the elements of line, shape, colour and texture through 
play and artmaking. They play with a range of materials and techniques to create 2D and 3D artworks 
inspired by personal experiences. Children begin to develop skills by making simple choices about 
how to use materials in their artwork. They share their artworks with others and respond to their 
own and others’ work using simple words, acƟons or expressions to show how the artworks make 
them feel. Children noƟce and talk about some of the visual elements they see.  
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Year 1 
By the end of Year 1, children use the elements of art to explore ideas in their own artwork and when 
viewing the work of others. They begin to develop art skills and processes through play and guided 
exploraƟon. Children use materials, techniques or technologies to create 2D and 3D artworks 
inspired by the world around them, making simple choices about how to use the elements of art. 
Children respond to different types of artwork expressing personal ideas and feelings. They share 
their own artwork in informal seƫngs, using simple language to talk about their choices and ideas. 
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Year 2 
By the end of Year 2, children explore their ideas, skills and techniques to create 2D and 3D artworks 
inspired by the world around them. They use materials, techniques or technologies, making simple 
choices about how to use the elements of art in their artwork. Children respond to the work of 
others by idenƟfying the elements of art and types of artwork from arƟsts and cultures. They share 
their own artwork in informal seƫngs and consider how it is presented.  
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Year 3  
By the end of Year 3, students explore and use the elements of art to develop and communicate 
simple ideas in both 2D and 3D artworks. They idenƟfy the elements and techniques used in their 
own and others’ artworks. Students make literal observaƟons about how art communicates meaning 
across places and cultures. When producing artwork, they use the elements of art, materials, 
techniques or technologies with some purpose, making basic decisions to plan their own work. 
Students consider how their artworks are presented in informal seƫngs.  
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Year 4 
By the end of Year 4, students idenƟfy how arƟsts use the elements of art, skills and techniques to 
communicate ideas, and inform their own artwork. With guidance, they make observaƟons about 
meaning in artwork, using some art terminology. Students explore artworks from arƟsts, places and 
cultures, idenƟfying styles and approaches to inspire and develop their own ideas. They use the 
elements of art, materials, techniques or technologies to develop and create 2D and 3D artworks 
that communicate an idea. Students use some art terminology to reflect on their artwork, idenƟfying 
how materials, techniques and the elements of art have been used. They consider how artworks are 
presented and make choices about how to share or display their finished artwork in informal 
seƫngs.  
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Year 5 
By the end of Year 5, students idenƟfy and provide examples of how arƟsts use the elements of art, 
skills and techniques to communicate ideas, using art terminology. They recognise that artworks 
communicate meaning in artwork from different cultures. Students make observaƟons, using art 
terminology, about how meaning is communicated through the use of the elements of art and 
techniques. They idenƟfy different approaches to artmaking and reflect on how these influence their 
own ideas. With guidance, students make links between an arƟst’s context and their own artwork. 
They use materials, techniques or technologies suitable to selected art forms, making simple choices 
about applying the elements of art in their own 2D and 3D artworks. Students use art terminology to 
share and reflect on their own work and to describe how the elements of art, materials or 
techniques are used. They make choices about how to display their finished pieces in formal or 
informal seƫngs.  
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Year 6 
By the end of Year 6, students idenƟfy and describe, using art terminology, how arƟsts use the 
elements of art, skills and techniques to communicate ideas and meaning. Students draw on 
inspiraƟon from arƟsts to shape own ideas. They idenƟfy diverse approaches to artmaking, including 
how context can influence meaning and purpose and the way ideas or beliefs are explored in 
different cultures. Students select and apply materials, techniques, processes or technologies 
relevant to various art forms. They develop and create 2D and 3D artwork, making considered 
choices about selecƟon and the applicaƟon of the elements of art to express or shape ideas. 
Students use art terminology to make personal responses about their own work and make informed 
choices about how their finished artworks are displayed in formal or informal seƫngs.  
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Year 7 
By the end of Year 7, students explore how arƟsts use visual art language, visual convenƟons, 
techniques and processes. They shape their own ideas and artmaking intenƟons through the 
exploraƟon of contextual viewpoints and approaches to artmaking from other cultures, Ɵmes, places 
and arƟsts. Students idenƟfy ideas and meaning of artworks from selected arƟsts and art styles 
forming personal responses and shaping own artmaking intenƟons. Using visual language in the 
development of their own artwork, they generate, develop and document ideas in wriƩen, visual or 
conversaƟonal forms, reflecƟng on ideas to improve their own art pracƟce. They apply materials, 
techniques, processes or technologies for artmaking and use safe and sustainable techniques and 
processes in the development of artworks or art pracƟce. Students communicate their ideas and 
consider presentaƟon within formal or informal seƫngs.  
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Year 8  
By the end of Year 8, students explore how arƟsts use visual art language, techniques and processes 
to shape their artmaking intenƟons. They consider the diversity of cultural approaches to artmaking, 
when reflecƟng on their own ideas and beliefs. Students idenƟfy ideas and meaning of artworks from 
selected arƟsts and art styles when shaping personal responses and reflecƟng on own artmaking 
intenƟons. They use and explore visual art language in the development of their own art pracƟce and 
in forming ideas for artworks. Students generate, develop and document their ideas using wriƩen, 
visual or conversaƟonal forms for reflecƟons. They apply materials, techniques, processes or 
technologies when exploring their own artmaking. Students use safe and sustainable techniques and 
processes when creaƟng artworks to communicate their ideas and consider presentaƟon in formal or 
informal seƫngs.  
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Year 9 
By the end of Year 9, students refine their ideas and intenƟons for artmaking by invesƟgaƟng how 
arƟsts use visual art language, visual convenƟons, techniques and processes. They consider the 
contextual viewpoints, representaƟon and pracƟces in artmaking from other cultures, Ɵmes, places 
and arƟsts when refining their own ideas and beliefs. Students describe meaning, purpose and 
perspecƟves of artworks from selected arƟsts and art styles from contemporary and past Ɵmes and 
provide personal responses that indicate how their own artmaking processes and intenƟons have 
been shaped. They use and refine visual art language when they develop and document ideas and 
reflect on ideas to improve their art pracƟce in wriƩen, visual or conversaƟonal forms. Students 
apply materials, techniques, processes or technologies to convey their ideas for the development of 
an artwork using safe and sustainable work pracƟces. They convey personal expression and 
communicate meaning or perspecƟve to audiences when presenƟng their resolved artwork or art 
pracƟce.  
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Year 10 
By the end of Year 10, students invesƟgate how arƟsts use visual art language, visual convenƟons, 
techniques and processes. In viewing artworks from other arƟsts, cultures and contexts, they 
consider the expression or perspecƟves of other arƟsts. Students respond with sensiƟvity and 
responsibility to the artwork of others when refining own ideas and beliefs and reflect on their 
artmaking processes and intenƟons. They describe meaning, purpose and perspecƟves of artworks 
from selected arƟsts and art styles from contemporary and past Ɵmes and provide personal 
responses that indicate how their own artmaking processes and intenƟons have been shaped. 
Students use and refine visual art language and develop, refine and document ideas for artworks. 
They appraise their ideas in wriƩen, visual or conversaƟonal forms to improve art pracƟce. Students 
apply materials, techniques, processes or technologies when conveying their ideas, using safe and 
sustainable pracƟces. They present resolved artworks to audiences to convey personal expression 
and communicate meaning or perspecƟve. 


