
Educators actively collaborate and partner with children, families, other educators and professionals, and community 
members to support children’s learning, development and wellbeing. 
When families and schools collaborate and build respectful relationships, it helps children to develop a positive sense 
of self and experience respectful relationships. Educators recognise a child’s family as their first and most influential 
teacher, and actively develop partnerships to build on this to strengthen every child’s sense of belonging and sense 
of self as capable and confident. Educators partner with children and families to develop learning experiences that 
are meaningful, engaging and support continued growth. The diversity of families is acknowledged, respected and 
reflected in curriculum decisions.  
Children benefit from educators and schools engaging with local communities as these partnerships strengthen 
children’s interest and skills in being active contributors to their community. Collaborative partnerships meaningfully 
enrich and connect programs, practices and policies to children’s lives and support children to respect and value 
diversity. 
Partnerships and open communication with other professionals and services within the community lead to shared 
understandings and build capacity to support children’s full participation and inclusion.  
Transitions between early childhood settings as children commence school, and transition within school, are 
supported when strong partnerships are established and maintained. Research affirms that prioritising relationship-
building and recognising a child’s existing funds of knowledge, can make a profound difference in their sense of 
belonging and success at school (Barblett, n.d.). 
Reflective Question 1
Learning experiences are meaningful when educators, children and families form partnerships and collaborate in 
curriculum decisions. Educators recognise the importance of extended families, kinship ties, carers and guardians in 
children’s lives. 
How do you move beyond developing positive relationships and rapport with families to engaging families as 
partners and collaborators to enrich children’s learning? 

Reflective Question 2
Culturally responsive, relational and place-based pedagogies are central to meaningful teaching and learning 
experiences. A key aspect of this is the fostering of partnerships with the community.   
How do your partnerships with community members influence and inform your practice? 

Reflective Question 3
Partnerships with allied health services and education organisations and associations bring together specialised 
knowledge and skills essential for supporting children’s diverse learning, development and wellbeing. Fostering these 
partnerships alongside partnerships with children, families, other educators and the community enables educators to 
provide a holistic and responsive curriculum.
How do our actions reflect the importance of partnerships and how do we work well with quality external services 
and professional organisations? 
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