ABILITIES BASED LEARNING AND
EDUCATION SUPPORT (ABLES)
ASSESSMENT TOOL

User Guide

About thisGuide

ThisUserGuideprovides a overview on how to acce#sBLEScomplete theassessmentgyenerate and use the

reports, to better supporthe learning and development gtudents with additional learning needs.

: School Curriculum
Education
. . & StaoteRIA and Training and Sta.ndards
MELBOU RN;E a b l es Government AUthonty

The Victorian Department of Education and Training is the development sponsor and owner of all rights in the ABLES Tools. The ABLES Tools were derived
from the Students with Additional Needs (SWANSs) assessment and reporting materials which are owned by the University of Melbourne. The SWANs materials
were developed with the support of the Australian Research Council as part of a Linkage partnership with the Centre for Advanced Assessment and Therapy
Services and the University's foundation research partner, the Victorian Department of Education and Training.

CM: ER02782021/36202






WAL IS ABLES?..... oot 3
Who should complete the aSSESSIMENLS........coi i 4
How to complet  ethe aSSESSMENIS .......ccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiis e errrrreeeaaeeens 4
ACCESSING ABLES ... ..o e e e e ettt e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e aaaaasaaa s e aaaanaearrrrrrrrrarraeeees 4
LogginGNtOtNEPIALIONM.....co e e e s e e e 4.
SEtHNG UP YOUF BCCOUDI......eueieieeeiiiiiiee e ee e e e sibte et e e e s s r e e e e e e s e s be e e e e e e e e s annbse e e e e e e e aannnne e e e e e e e annnnees 5.
Changing YOUDBSSWOIT. .........ueetieeiiiiiteieiaeee ettt e e e s st e e e e e e s s s be e e e e e e e s s aasb e e e e e e e e s asnbenreaeeeeannnnnes 5.
Managing teachers (for school administrators ONlY)........ccccccciiiiiiiiiiiiiireeeer e 6
Managing classes and STUAENLS............oooei e e e e e e e e e e e aaaaas 10
Completing thEASSESSIMENTS....... ..t e e e e e e e aa e e e e e e e e e e e s s e e s s e e s s aaaaeeneearrerreeees 14
A SAAAYYSKEIALZIAIDEL........oooovirieieeieeeeeeece ettt 17
Producing REPOIS ..ot oot es teeea e e, aaaeas 17
DoWnIoading tREEPOITS. .......ooo i e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e 17
(04 aTeTo 1S3 o I =T o [0 1 FE PP PP PPPP PRI 18
Learning ReAdINESS REPOILS.........uuiiiiiiiiiiiiitii et e e e e e e e e s eeaeeas 18
StUAEN Profil@ REPOITS. ...ttt e e e e e e e e e e e e e b e e e e e e e annnees 19
Class and SChOOI REPALTS........uuiiiiiiiiieeeeee ettt e e e e e e eeeas 19
I =T 0 10T =7 0 1= o1 20
L= o 1= PSRRI 20
ACCESSING ThE SYSIEIML. .. e e e e e et r e e e e e e e e e e eete e e e aeeeees 20

S]] o] 6 L0 ¢ PO TP TP PP PPUUUPPPTPRPIN 21



Introduction

What iSABLES

The ABLES assessment, reporting, and planning materials are designed to support inclusive educational

practices. They are based these assumptions about the education of children and young people with

additional needs:

1 That every child or young person, regardless of the nature or severity of his or her disability, is capable of
learning and has a right to learn.

1 That teachers qause information about student learning that is interpreted in a critefieferenced
manner (as a set of skills at a level or stage of development) to plan, implement, and review personalised
programs of learning for all students.

1 That programs of persatised learning for students with additional needs are often best designed and
delivered within the context of a team that supports the student and his or her classroom teacher/s.

The ABLES materials are intended to guide teachers as they think abdaRaSsy i Q& OdzZNNBy i f
YR dzy RSNRUGIFIYRAY3IS GKS 3A2Ffa GKFG akKz2dZ R 0SS aSsSi
classroom activities that could help the student reach those learning goals.

The ABLES materials have been designe®&tohd G S OKSNA aSS (K2aS WwW3I2fR YA
In other words, the materials draw the attention of teachers to the things their students can do rather than
to the things they struggle to do or may not do as well as other students.

Thech £ £t SyaS F2NJ GSIFOKSNAR Aa G2 NBO23ayArAasS SIOK &ddzRS
this information to organise an instructional program and supportive environment for tiésABLES

assessment, reporting, and planning materials are designed to support this process. In particular, they are
designed to help teachers and other education professionals see their students with additional needs more
clearly, and to make welhformed decigins about how to help them reach their potential as learners.

The assessment materiase made up of nine teacher observation swseThey cover the foundational
learning areas of:

1 English; Speaking and Listeninthe development of functionalommunication skills, building towards
the use and understanding of social expectations about communication.

1 Englishg Reading and Writinghe development of the ability to make and interpret meaning using
symbols (including pictures, signs, numbers, xtl) leading towards early reading and writing.

9 Digital Literacy: the development of the ability to interpret and use the language, symbols, and tools of
digital technologies in a culturally appropriate manner. This includes learning to use technalogjies
using technologies to learn.

1 Mathematics the development of skills needed to notice, describe, understand and use numeracy
information, including number and its operations, shape and pattern.

9 Social Processes: the development of skills to supporakimteraction, social responsibility, and a
capacity to transcend social difficulties. These are the skills that help a student to learn both from and
with others.

1 Emotional Understanding: the development of understanding about the experience and amprets
emotions in self and others.



1 Personal learninghe development of skills related to attention, memory, and executive functioning in
school and classroom interactions, and that help students become more active and independent
learners.

9 Critical andCreative Thinkinghe development of strategies to actively participate in learning by using
trial and error, evaluating outcomes, categorising, initiating activities and making choices. This leads to
the development of skills involved in critical thingiauch as predicting, planning, evaluating, and
monitoring progress.

1 Movement: the development of the ability to achieve goals through strategic use of the movement
capabilities of the body, enhancing agency, participation, and independence.

Who should complete theassessmerd?

TheABLES 4 4SaayYSyida ftft2g | O2YLINBKSY&aAdS LAOGdINE 2F
They are designed to capture indicators of student proficiency and understanding that can be readily observed
by teachers in the context of school and classroom interactions, and upon which teachers can draw when
planning a learning program for students.

¢tKS FaaSaavySyda akKz2dAR 0SS O02YLX SGSR o0& GKS addzRRSy
the support of a group of educators and other professionals who know the student well. Use of the assessment
instruments benefits from a process of moderation between teachers and/or between teachers and other
YSYOSNE 2F | aiddzRSydQa adzJJi2 NI 3I NP dzLId

Howto completethe assessmerg

Accessind\BLES

ABLES®an be accessduy using the details that have been provided under your account. If you need help
with your account, please get in touch with yaahoolABLES admistrator (your Principabr assigned

person. When you go to the website yall see a page similar to the page shown below.
Loggingin to the platform

Log in to theplatform by entering:
1 Usernameyour unique ID assigned by your school
1 Passwordprovided as part of your account details (chaadger initial log in)

*Home schoolers should contaablewa@scsa.wa.edu.dar log-in information.



mailto:ablewa@scsa.wa.edu.au
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Remember me
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Setting up your account

After youloginto ABLEShe homepage will appeawith your nameshown at thetop right corner ofthe

page This page is shown below.

v Education
& s,gRIA and Training L4 Teacher
ables Elirmmant

Home

(i Home

Classes and students

Assessment Last Login: 2 hours ago, 17 June 2021 01:29:52pm
Reports

Guidance materials

Classes and students Assessment Reports

Manage classes and students ; Assess students according to : Check the assessment results
<Y, defined schedules, rounds and and progress of students.

tasks.

()

Guidance materials

Help and guidance materials

Charging yourpassword

When you first login t&(ABLEShe first thing you should do is change your password and then record it in a
secure location. This will protect the security of §tedentQ & dsndeét 8ata. To do this, click on your

name on the top right corner of the homepage and selebinge passwor@ A new window will pop up,

allowing you to enter a new password. This is shown below.



Change password

Current password

New password

MNew password (repeat)

Managing teachers (for school administrators only)

If you have been assigned as the ABLES administrator for your school, your account will have additional
permission to create teacher accounts within your school. Please login to the platform and set up your account
first (the process of doing this is discussedier Accessing ABLAS(gging in to the platfornand Setting up

your accounsections).
Adding new teacher accounts

After you login to ABLES with your school ABLES administrator account, in the menu bar on the left, click on
dManage schodl @ | v FENJIdi FOXT@achdrs 2y i & YIFylF3S GSFEOKSNI | OO02dzyi

is shown below.

TORIA | Edycotion O bemonstration school
Nesoune ables Eotdrmment
Home TeaChers
2. Manage school v
Classes and students Demonstration School

All students

1 Teachers @

Assessment

Reports Actions Name f= Surname T Roles Email address 1| Active T Creationtime f| Status |
R Demonstration - N . demo@test-

Guidance materials | see ‘ Administration School Admin o 9 Feb 2021 01:44pm Current
J School school.com
N mary@test-
| e ‘ Teacher Mary School Teacher ve (V] 9Feb202101:58pm  Current

school.com

o
Total: 2
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of the page). A new window will pop up allowinguyto add details for a teacher. This is shown below.

Create new teacher

User information School Teacher School Admin

Name *

John

Surname *

Doe

Email address *

jdoe@myschool.edu

User name *

judoe@myschool.edu

0 Set random password.
a Should change password on next login.

0 Send activation email.

0 Active

Il RR G KS (S leddéatohEIEmail gddr¥sS and User name on the first tab of this window. It is

recommended that the User name is same as the email address. Please make sure all the cheokboxes a

selected.

The second tab of this window shows the classes added under your school. Select which classes you would

like this teacher account to have access to. You can select the whole school or specific classes.
Create new teacher

User information School Teacher School Admin

v D & Demonstration School
D B Gradel
D M Grade2

D B Grade3



The third tab on this window enablesiy to give a teacher account admin privilege. If you want to have
additional admin accounts (other thahe designated administratdmuunder your school, select this check
box for the teacher account which yewould liketo make an admin. Do not select tlikeckbox for other

teacher accountsvhich do not require admin privilege

Create new teacher
User information School Teacher School Admin

D Demonstration School

Once you have added all the details and selected the access level on the second and third tab of the window,

click on save.

Editing teacher accounts
If you want to edit a teachdr O O 2 dzy (iTEach®d @ R ®Mdage KcBodld Y Sy dzo 2dz oAff
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of teachers already added under your school. Find the teacher account you want to edit and click on the
0dzii2y 6AGK GKNBS R20Ga 2y G(KBdisfaSTid 2F GKS GSF OKSNI

S‘gRIA E:é‘f;:;‘im@ o Demonstration School
Eovermment
2. Manage school v
Classes and students Demonstration School
All students
JL  Teachers @
Assessment
Reports Actions Name f= Surname Tl Roles Email address 1| Active 1| Creationtime 1| Status T|
(A Demonstration - N . demo@test-
Guidance materials ‘7‘ School Administration School Admin chool.com o 9 Feb202101:44pm Current

mary@test-
u Teacher Mary School Teacher Ve O 9 Feb 2021 01:58pm Current
school.com

a 10 v

{ Password reset

& Unlock

—> Mark teacher as left

iavascrint:



You can change details or access levels of this account from the window that pops up. You can also uncheck
a! OUADSE F2NJ GSFOKSNER ¢K2 NB y2 f2y3aSNI gAlGK &2dzNJ

User information School Teacher School Admin

Mame*

Teacher

Surname *

Mary

Email address *

maryi@test-school.com

User name *

mary(@test-school.com

Set random password.

Password
Password (repeat)

Should change password on next login.
Send activation email.

Active

I FGSNI YI { Ay dSa@kd yISasxs Of A0 a
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Managingclassesand students
Inthemenubaromi KS f ST X ClissedndSudedttONis|will Bake you tthe Classesnd

studentspage where you camanagegroups andstudents This page is shown below.

1'1 & VEPR'A oo 0 e

Home Classes and students

o3 Classes and students

Assessment Demonstration School

Reports [ Q| 4 Create news class under schoo

Guidance materials

Class Students Actions for class
Grade 1 2
Grade 2
Blue
Green

Grade 3 0

Creatinga new class

You can create classes ungeur school or add a sutlass under existing classes.

A

¢2 FTRR F ySg Ofl aa dzy @&ienevZldgsliindeOskigi® fozi@f2A/O0f 2200 (BKR

top right. Thiswill cause a new window to pop up and ask you to insert a name. Please aptedhmat is

memorable and that is meaningful to your service (e.gclbgsoom, teacher, ageof studentsetc.).

Create new class under Demonstration School

Mame *
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To add a sulelass under an existing classlextthe classthat you would like to add aub-classto andclick

on the AddCbutton.

Demonstration School

4 Create new class underschool

Class Students Actions for class
Grade2 0
Grade3 o

Thiswill cause a new window to pop up and ask you to insert a n#udd.a name and click on save. This

sub-class will be added under the class you selected.

Create new class under Grade 1

Mame *
Blue Bird
RegisteringStudents

Studentsneed to be registered in therogram before theassessmerstcan be completedgach student is
only requiredto be registerecnce).In the €lasseandstudent) LXeBS theclassyou would like to
add thestudent(i 2 =  OStudénid ZNNMMBEYStudentPandO t A OCreaté newstddentCat the

bottom right hand corner of the screen

A Wroma | 2, o .

Home Classes and students

& Classes and smdents

Assessment Demonstration School

Reports Q 4 Create new class under schons
Guidance materials
Class Students Actions for ciass
e 1 2
de 2 s
Blue 3
ade 3 tudents [“hag [ ea |
Grade 3 . ‘ Add existing students

Actions Display Name 1x

0 [
Total: 0
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This will cause a new window to pop where youwill be asked a series of demographic questiabsut
the student It is a requirement in Western Australia that thdisplay nameis the legal name as registered
at your school It is also a requirement to include the Western Australian Student Number (WASA) of

the fields will need to be filled in before you will be able to assesstilgdent

*Previously referred to as the SCSA 8 digit number.

Create new student

Display Mame *

Western Australian Student

Number *
O Diagnosed
Autism Spectrum Disorder
O Mot diagnosed
O Female
Gender *
O Male
Birth year

Editing student details

Registeringstudentsis a oneoff processlf you need to change the details of teidentat any time, click
on thethree dots next taheir nicknamédisplay namein the \Elassesind studentpage and a window will

pop up, enabling you to edit their details.

A& v’%’: e, O ...

Home Classes and students

& Classes and smdents

Demonstration Schoal

Rep ‘ Q J [ + o hool
Guidance materials
class Students Actions for class
Grade 1 2 Students \K \? | pete
Grade2 &
Blue !
Gre 3
e 3 o
Grade 1 3 e jons ~ ) | Add existing students || 4 Create new student
[a]
Actions Display Name 1= AsD Gender Year of birth
o se] John Diagnosed Male 2015
0o |= Phocbe Not diagnosed Female 2012
. TR 0

% Remove student from class, while keep in the school

> Mark student as left

@ Mark student as graduated.
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Moving groups

If you assigstudentsto a particularclass or sulzlassand then change your mind about the way you have
groupedstudents, you cammovethem in the Elassesind studentstpage This can be donky selecting the
classthe studentis presentlyin and clicking otthe three dotsnext totheir name. This will give you the
option to move the student to another class. When you click thismsgmu a popup window will appear

where you can select the class you want to move the student to (as shown below).

Home Classes and students
iy Classes and students

Demonstration School

Reparts Q { 4 Crcate new class under schoo
Guidance materials T
Class Students Actions for elass
Grade1 2 Studerts } {TJ W\ clete
Grade2 6
Blue 3
Green 3
Grade3 0
Grade 1 [ ~ )| Addedstingstudents || o Creat
o
Actions Display Name s ASD Gender Year of birth
O][eer] 1o Diagrosed Male 2016
(o u Phoebe Not diagnosed Female 2012
ot | a ° \;V

> Move student to another dlass

3 Remove student from class, while keep in the school

Select class

Select class

Grade 1

)]
_/

Grade 2
e
(_) Blue
N

(_J) Green

'

(_) Grade3
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Completing theAssessmerg

Once astudentis registered in the programypu can clickon the YAssessmerfiin the main menu bar. You

will be directed to a pageith nine assessmerst listed(whichwill look similar to the page shown below).

Education
& !I'!&gRIA Edgcaten 0 cher

ables Covernment

Home Assessment
Classes and students

< Assessment Demonstration School

Reports
Perlod 12021

Guidance materials
Select one assessment task to continue

Period 12021
1Jan 2021 12:00am - 30 June 2021 11:59pm

Communication
Interpersonal
Literacy

Numeracy

Whenyou selectone of the nine assessmerst you will be presented with kst of classesasshown

below.

Literacy

Class Total students Assessed Being assessed To be assessed

Demonstration School

Grade 3

Once you click oBtudensQa list of the registeredtudentsin that classwill appear underneath as shown

below.

Blue

Student ] Progress Submitted time Teacher

Assess. Chandler

m Moniea
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I £ A OAssessuiton Wext to thestudentfor whomyouwishto complete a assessmentThis will take

you tothe assessmenguestions.

Responding to thequestions

The questions are presented oper screenas showrabove Notethat the display hamdor the student
you selected is noveatured in the top of the assessment scre8elect aesponse optim and then click
the arrows to navigate between question§he responses you select will be automatically sawdn you

click the navigation arrows or click on a question number to navigate to that question.

After aresponse has been changed alert isdisplayed to infornthat it is notyet saved The alert message
also informs that previous/nexdrrowscan be used to save the response. The response is also saved when
clickingon the question number indicatorgist above the questionThe message and sag/navigation

buttonsare highlighted in orange boxes below.





















