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Overview 
The current Western Australian Curriculum: Languages was adopted and adapted from the Australian Curriculum version 8.4. 

Western Australia provided feedback to the Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting Authority (ACARA) during the consultation for the Australian Curriculum.  

The proposed revisions to the Western Australian Curriculum: Languages, Chinese are adopted and adapted from the Australian Curriculum version 9. 

Guide to reading this document 

This document shows the current Western Australian Curriculum: Languages, Chinese curriculum Achievement standards in the first column, the comparable Australian Curriculum version 9 Achievement standards in the centre column, 
and the proposed Achievement standards for Western Australia in the third column. 
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Pre-primary 

Current WA Curriculum Australian Curriculum v9 Proposed WA Curriculum 

At standard, students interact in Chinese with their teacher and each other 
through acƟon-related talk, structured play, classroom instrucƟons and 
rouƟnes to exchange simple greeƟngs, such as 早、你好王老师再见, and 
to provide simple informaƟon about themselves, such as 你叫什么名字？

我叫 Anna. They parƟcipate in shared performance of familiar simple songs 
and rhymes, playing with sound paƩerns, with some guidance. Students 
idenƟfy most keywords and some phrases of spoken Chinese, and some 
keywords in wriƩen texts relaƟng to their personal worlds. They convey 
meaning in spoken texts using tone, acƟons and gestures, and in wriƩen 
texts related to their personal worlds with some guidance. They parƟcipate 
in shared performance of imaginaƟve texts, such as familiar songs and 
rhymes, and respond, with guidance, by reading and retelling stories. They 
share with others some familiar Chinese words, phrases, sounds and 
gestures related to their personal worlds, and explore how these may have 
similar or different meanings in English. They begin to talk about how 
Chinese feels/sounds different when speaking or hearing it spoken by 
others. Students become familiar with the systems of the Chinese 
language, idenƟfying Pinyin as the spelled-out sounds of spoken Chinese, 
and exploring with guidance, the tonal nature of spoken Chinese, using 
gestures to enhance differenƟaƟon. They explore with some guidance, 
Chinese characters as a form of wriƟng that is different to other wriƩen 
languages and idenƟfy some familiar Chinese characters in their 
surroundings, with a saƟsfactory level of accuracy. Students recognise and 
use vocabulary related to greeƟngs, name and age, and talk about how 
they are feeling, such as 你好, 再见, 我叫 Anna and 我五岁, with a 
saƟsfactory level of accuracy. They begin to recognise and use some first 
elements of grammar including, recognising adjecƟves to describe how one 
is feeling, such as 我很好 and 我不好. Students develop number 
knowledge for numbers 0–5 and noƟce that Chinese sentences have a 
parƟcular word order. They recognise that language is organised as ‘text.’ 
They recognise that there are different ways of greeƟng, addressing and 
interacƟng with people, and usually act accordingly. Students recognise 
that Chinese is one of the many languages spoken in Australia and around 
the world, and begin to develop curiosity around the ideas of language and 
culture. 

By the end of the FoundaƟon year, students use play and imaginaƟon to 
interact and create Chinese texts, with support. They idenƟfy that Chinese 
and English look and sound different. They recognise that there are 
languages and cultures as well as their own, and that aspects of language 
and culture contribute to their own and others’ cultural idenƟty. 

By the end of the year: 

Children use play and imaginaƟon to interact and create Chinese texts. 
They recognise and respond to classroom-related language. Children 
idenƟfy that Chinese and English look and sound different and they begin 
to experiment with the sounds and rhythms of spoken Chinese and its 
wriƩen form. Children recognise that there are languages and cultures as 
well as their own, and that aspects of language and culture contribute to 
their own and others’ cultural idenƟty. 
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Year 1 

Current WA Curriculum Australian Curriculum v9 Proposed WA Curriculum 

At standard, students interact in Chinese with their teacher and each other 
through guided group acƟviƟes, classroom instrucƟons and rouƟnes to talk 
about themselves, their family, their favourite things and their pets. They 
use learnt sounds, formulaic phrases and verbal and non-verbal responses, 
with some guidance, to ask quesƟons and make statements, such as 我家

有四个/口人,我有爸爸、妈妈和哥哥 and recognise most, and accurately 
copy some, high-frequency Chinese characters related to their personal 
worlds, such as 妈妈、爸爸、哥哥、妹妹. Students locate most key words 
and informaƟon in simple spoken and visual texts and convey some factual 
informaƟon, with guidance, using simple scaffolded models of spoken and 
visual texts. In wriƩen texts related to their personal worlds, they locate 
and convey some factual informaƟon, with some guidance, using pictures, 
labels, capƟons, familiar words, characters and modelled language. 
Students engage with familiar songs and rhymes, reproducing sound 
paƩerns and creaƟng, with some guidance, their own simple songs, poems 
or rhymes about their personal worlds. They parƟcipate with some 
guidance, in the shared reading and retelling of short familiar wriƩen 
stories and respond by capƟoning pictures or copying characters. When 
translaƟng, they match most familiar spoken words to their wriƩen Chinese 
character and explore, with some guidance, how meanings are similar or 
different. Students talk about how voice, behaviour and body language may 
change when speaking Chinese. Students become familiar with the systems 
of the Chinese language, recognising and reproducing the four tones of 
Pinyin with a saƟsfactory level of accuracy, and showing some awareness 
that tone can change meaning. They match Pinyin to familiar Chinese 
characters with a saƟsfactory level of accuracy, and show some awareness 
that each character has meaning. Students trace and/or copy characters 
with a saƟsfactory level of accuracy, paying aƩenƟon to formaƟon and 
spacing. They recognise and use vocabulary related to their personal worlds 
and use some first elements of grammar to generate simple spoken and 
wriƩen texts, with a saƟsfactory level of accuracy. Students begin to 
recognise nouns for pets and animals. They describe things using 
adjecƟves, such as 黄色、棕色、小、大、长、只、红色的小鸟 and 
express likes and dislikes, such as 你喜欢吃什么…？ Students make some 
comments about how language is organised as ‘text’ and that different 
types of texts have different features. They recognise that speakers of 
Chinese use language differently in different situaƟons and usually act 
accordingly. Students recognise that Chinese is one of the many languages 
spoken in Australia, and idenƟfy some words and expressions that Chinese 
and English borrow from each other. 

By the end of Year 2, students use Chinese language to interact and share 
informaƟon related to the classroom and themselves. They use cues to 
respond to quesƟons and instrucƟons, and use simple formulaic language. 
They locate and convey key items of informaƟon in texts using non-verbal, 
visual and contextual cues to help make meaning. They use familiar words 
and modelled language to create text. They copy some familiar characters 
and Pinyin.  

Students imitate the sounds, tones and rhythms of Chinese. They 
demonstrate understanding that Chinese has rules for non-verbal 
communicaƟon, pronunciaƟon and wriƟng, and that characters are a form 
of wriƟng and Pinyin reflects the sounds of spoken Chinese. They give 
examples of similariƟes and differences between some features of Chinese 
and English. They understand that language is connected with culture, and 
noƟce how this is reflected in their own language(s) and culture(s).  

By the end of the year: 

Children use modelled Chinese language when interacƟng with others to 
share informaƟon or respond to quesƟons about themselves. They locate 
and respond to key informaƟon in familiar texts and classroom-related 
instrucƟons. Children parƟcipate in play-based acƟviƟes and use Chinese 
language, with guidance, to create informaƟve and imaginaƟve texts. 

Children explore and imitate the sound and wriƟng systems, and the 
linguisƟc features of Chinese. They idenƟfy similariƟes or differences of the 
Chinese language and culture with English, or their own language/s and 
culture/s and begin to idenƟfy connecƟons between language and cultural 
pracƟces. 
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Year 2 

Current WA Curriculum Australian Curriculum v9 Proposed WA Curriculum 

At standard, students interact in Chinese with their teacher and each other 
through rouƟne exchanges, guided group acƟviƟes, instrucƟons and 
transacƟons, to provide informaƟon about themselves, the members of 
their family, their classmates and friends. They use simple modelled 
language and gestures, such as 我有弟弟，你呢？ and 我的朋友叫

Simon. Students recognise most familiar words and some key phrases in 
simple spoken or visual texts related to their personal worlds, idenƟfying 
some key points of informaƟon to mostly complete guided tasks. They 
locate some keywords and factual informaƟon in wriƩen texts related to 
their personal worlds and convey informaƟon using, with some guidance, 
modelled language. They respond to imaginaƟve texts using simple verbal 
and non-verbal forms of expression, with some guidance, to comment on 
some favourite elements, characters or themes and create simple wriƩen 
imaginaƟve texts using familiar characters and modelled language, with 
some guidance. Students idenƟfy some Chinese words, expressions or 
phrases for familiar objects or English words and begin to increase their 
vocabulary. They idenƟfy some elements of Chinese language and culture 
that are ‘new’ or ‘interesƟng,’ and some ways in which relaƟonships can 
influence language use. Students become familiar with the systems of the 
Chinese language, reproducing the tones of Pinyin and idenƟfying high-
frequency characters within words, with a saƟsfactory level of accuracy. 
They recognise and use vocabulary and use some first elements of 
grammar in simple spoken and wriƩen texts, with a saƟsfactory level of 
accuracy. They recognise that Chinese sentences have a parƟcular word 
order, such as 我爱妈妈 is about ‘I’ and 妈妈爱我 is about ‘Mum.’ They use 
the third person to introduce others and describe people using adjecƟves, 
such as 头、头发、眼睛、, 大、小、长 and 黑色、棕色. They idenƟfy 
some different forms of texts and some of the different structures and 
features of familiar texts. Students idenƟfy some of the ways that speakers 
of Chinese use language differently in different situaƟons and according to 
cultural norms, and some of the ways that the Chinese language has 
changed over Ɵme through its contact with other languages and changes in 
society. 

By the end of Year 2, students use Chinese language to interact and share 
informaƟon related to the classroom and themselves. They use cues to 
respond to quesƟons and instrucƟons, and use simple formulaic language. 
They locate and convey key items of informaƟon in texts using non-verbal, 
visual and contextual cues to help make meaning. They use familiar words 
and modelled language to create text. They copy some familiar characters 
and Pinyin.  

Students imitate the sounds, tones and rhythms of Chinese. They 
demonstrate understanding that Chinese has rules for non-verbal 
communicaƟon, pronunciaƟon and wriƟng, and that characters are a form 
of wriƟng and Pinyin reflects the sounds of spoken Chinese. They give 
examples of similariƟes and differences between some features of Chinese 
and English. They understand that language is connected with culture, and 
noƟce how this is reflected in their own language(s) and culture(s). 

By the end of the year: 

Children use modelled and formulaic Chinese language when interacƟng 
with others to share informaƟon or respond to quesƟons about themselves 
and their family. They locate and respond to key informaƟon in familiar 
texts and classroom related instrucƟons. Children parƟcipate in play-based 
acƟviƟes and use Chinese, with guidance, to create informaƟve and 
imaginaƟve texts. 

Children recognise and imitate the sound and wriƟng systems, and the 
linguisƟc features of Chinese. They idenƟfy similariƟes or differences of 
Chinese language and culture with English or their own language/s and 
culture/s and idenƟfy connecƟons between language and cultural pracƟces. 
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Year 3 

Current WA Curriculum Australian Curriculum v9 Proposed WA Curriculum 

At standard, students interact in Chinese with their teacher and each other 
through class experiences, acƟviƟes and everyday transacƟons to exchange 
informaƟon about themselves, their family, interests and leisure acƟviƟes. 
They use modelled language to exchange some informaƟon, such as 他有

两只兔子, and write simple correspondence by adapƟng teacher-modelled 
language, with guidance. They idenƟfy some specific points of informaƟon 
and some textual features in familiar texts and convey, with guidance, some 
informaƟon using learnt words, phrases and characters related to their 
personal worlds. Students respond to and create simple, imaginaƟve texts 
using familiar expressions, modelled language and non-verbal forms of 
expression. They create short wriƩen imaginaƟve texts using familiar 
characters and modelled short sentences, with guidance. They provide the 
meanings of some of high-frequency words and phrases, using gestures, 
acƟons and facial expressions. Students talk about their Chinese language 
learning experience, and explore ways of using language with different 
people. Students become familiar with the systems of the Chinese 
language, idenƟfying the components and sounds of Pinyin with a 
saƟsfactory level of accuracy, differenƟaƟng, from English, sounds for 
similar leƩers and syllables. They reproduce key Chinese characters with a 
saƟsfactory level of accuracy. Students recognise and use vocabulary and 
use some first elements of grammar in simple spoken and wriƩen texts, 
with a saƟsfactory level of accuracy. They talk about how the Chinese 
language works, with guidance, using some terms similar to those used in 
English. Students idenƟfy some features of simple Chinese texts and, with 
guidance, make some comparisons with similar texts in English. Students 
show how the Chinese language may need to be adjusted to suit different 
situaƟons and relaƟonships. They idenƟfy some of the differences in using 
Chinese language that reflect the different places it is spoken or who is 
using the language, and idenƟfy some places where Chinese is spoken. 

By the end of Year 4, students use Chinese language to iniƟate structured 
interacƟons to share informaƟon related to the classroom and their 
personal world. They use modelled language to parƟcipate in spoken and 
wriƩen acƟviƟes that involve planning. They locate and respond to key 
items of informaƟon in texts using strategies to help interpret and convey 
meaning in familiar contexts. They use modelled language and basic syntax 
to create texts. They use familiar characters appropriate to context and 
make connecƟons with the spelling and tone marks of Pinyin. 

Students imitate sounds, tones, pronunciaƟon, and intonaƟon paƩerns of 
Chinese language. They demonstrate understanding that Chinese has non-
verbal, spoken and wriƩen language convenƟons and rules to create and 
make meaning. They recognise that some terms have cultural meanings. 
They idenƟfy paƩerns in Chinese and make comparisons between Chinese 
and English. They understand that the Chinese language is connected with 
culture, and idenƟfy how this is reflected in their own language(s) and 
culture(s).  

By the end of the year: 

Students use formulaic and familiar Chinese structures and expressions 
when interacƟng with others to share, ask and respond to informaƟon 
about themselves, family and friends. They follow instrucƟons and share 
opinions when parƟcipaƟng in co-operaƟve tasks. Students locate and 
respond to key informaƟon in short texts and begin to use strategies to 
comprehend and adjust Chinese use in familiar contexts. They use 
modelled language, with guidance, to create informaƟve and imaginaƟve 
texts. 

Students recognise and experiment with the sound and wriƟng systems, 
and the linguisƟc features of Chinese. They idenƟfy Chinese language and 
cultural pracƟces and compare with English or their own language/s and 
culture/s. They recognise connecƟons between language and cultural 
pracƟces. 
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Year 4 

Current WA Curriculum Australian Curriculum v9 Proposed WA Curriculum 

At standard, students interact and socialise in Chinese with their teacher 
and each other through class experiences, acƟviƟes and transacƟons to 
exchange informaƟon about aspects of their personal worlds, their daily 
rouƟnes at home and school, such as 星期日我打网球. They use with 
guidance, familiar modelled quesƟons and responses, to provide 
informaƟon, ask for/give permission and request assistance, such as 老师

，我不懂. They write simple correspondence using formulaic language, 
Chinese characters and Pinyin with some guidance. Students idenƟfy and 
convey some factual informaƟon from spoken and visual texts related to 
their personal and social worlds. They locate some key words, familiar 
characters and factual informaƟon in wriƩen texts and convey informaƟon 
with guidance, using learnt words, phrases and characters. Students create 
and present their own representaƟons of familiar imaginaƟve texts. They 
create short wriƩen imaginaƟve texts using simple characters and 
modelled, short sentences with guidance. Students translate some familiar, 
high-frequency words and use dicƟonaries and word lists, with guidance, to 
translate simple familiar texts. Students idenƟfy ways in which idenƟty is 
reflected through cultural pracƟces and norms. Students become familiar 
with the systems of the Chinese language, idenƟfying some of the 
components and the consonant and vowel/vowels combinaƟon of familiar 
Pinyin, and wriƟng Pinyin with a saƟsfactory level of accuracy. They idenƟfy 
the components and structures of some familiar Chinese characters. 
Students recognise and use, both orally and in wriƟng, a range of 
vocabulary. They recognise and use elements of grammar in simple 
sentences to record observaƟons, with a saƟsfactory level of accuracy. 
Students understand that Chinese sentences have a parƟcular word order. 
They explore basic sentence structure in Chinese, consisƟng of subject-
verb-object and compare similar sentences constructed in English and 
Chinese. Students recognise and use some familiar verbs for daily rouƟne, 
such as 读书／看书、看电视. They talk about how the Chinese language 
works using some Chinese terms, with guidance, and idenƟfy some 
language features and textual convenƟons in familiar Chinese texts. 
Students list ways that language use varies according to context and 
parƟcipants’ age, gender and relaƟonship, and usually act accordingly. They 
idenƟfy some Chinese vocabulary that reflect influences from other 
languages, and the languages and cultures represented in the classroom. 

By the end of Year 4, students use Chinese language to iniƟate structured 
interacƟons to share informaƟon related to the classroom and their 
personal world. They use modelled language to parƟcipate in spoken and 
wriƩen acƟviƟes that involve planning. They locate and respond to key 
items of informaƟon in texts using strategies to help interpret and convey 
meaning in familiar contexts. They use modelled language and basic syntax 
to create texts. They use familiar characters appropriate to context and 
make connecƟons with the spelling and tone marks of Pinyin. 

Students imitate sounds, tones, pronunciaƟon, and intonaƟon paƩerns of 
Chinese language. They demonstrate understanding that Chinese has non-
verbal, spoken and wriƩen language convenƟons and rules to create and 
make meaning. They recognise that some terms have cultural meanings. 
They idenƟfy paƩerns in Chinese and make comparisons between Chinese 
and English. They understand that the Chinese language is connected with 
culture, and idenƟfy how this is reflected in their own language(s) and 
culture(s).  

By the end of the year: 

Students parƟcipate in and begin to iniƟate, with guidance, short 
exchanges in Chinese about their personal world. They use familiar 
sentences and modelled language when parƟcipaƟng in collaboraƟve tasks. 
Students use strategies to locate and compare informaƟon and ideas in 
texts and demonstrate understanding in Chinese or English, adjusƟng their 
response to suit context, purpose and audience. They adapt modelled 
language, selecƟng and using a variety of context-appropriate vocabulary 
and modelled textual convenƟons, to create informaƟve and imaginaƟve 
texts. 

Students recognise and use familiar features of the sound and wriƟng 
systems, and the linguisƟc features of Chinese. They describe and compare 
Chinese language and culture with English or their own language/s and 
culture/s and idenƟfy and discuss connecƟons between language and 
cultural pracƟces. 
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Year 5 

Current WA Curriculum Australian Curriculum v9 Proposed WA Curriculum 

At standard, students parƟcipate in interacƟons in Chinese with their 
teacher and each other through guided tasks, class experiences, acƟviƟes 
and transacƟons, to exchange informaƟon about their home and places in 
their community. They use simple modelled, descripƟve and expressive 
language, with some guidance, to parƟcipate in acƟviƟes, or to provide 
informaƟon, such as 我星期六去图书馆, through photo-stories, emails and 
text messages for new classmates or for a class blog. Students gather and 
compare most informaƟon and some supporƟng details from spoken and 
visual texts related to their personal and social worlds. They locate, 
summarise and convey most key points in wriƩen informaƟve texts, using 
learnt words, phrases and characters, with some guidance. They share 
simple responses to characters in imaginaƟve texts and create simple 
wriƩen imaginaƟve texts, showing sequencing of events and using 
scaffolded models of texts, with guidance. Students translate, with some 
guidance, simple texts from Chinese to English and vice versa, showing 
some awareness that there are words or expressions that cannot be 
directly translated between languages. They use dicƟonaries, with some 
guidance, and word lists to translate short familiar texts. Students idenƟfy 
some ways in which culture influences language use and compare with 
guidance, ways of communicaƟng in Australian and Chinese-speaking 
contexts. Students are becoming more familiar with the systems of the 
Chinese language, idenƟfying and discriminaƟng between most familiar 
homonyms, with some guidance. They idenƟfy, and someƟmes apply when 
speaking, some familiar Pinyin/language that changes meaning depending 
on the tone mark. Students idenƟfy some of the features of the Chinese 
wriƟng system and how the form of a character relates to its sound and 
meaning. They recognise and use vocabulary and elements of grammar 
with a saƟsfactory level of accuracy. Students form simple sentences using 
nouns, adjecƟves, numbers, the joining word 和, and measurement words. 
They recognise that in Chinese, verbs convey tense without conjugaƟon, 
such as explaining why 有 can mean ‘have’, ‘had’ and ‘will have,’ and apply 
processes of discourse development, including 也 and 和. Students talk 
about how the Chinese language works using some Chinese terms, with 
guidance, and explore some features of familiar text types in Chinese. They 
describe how language is used to clarify roles and relaƟonships between 
parƟcipants, and idenƟfy some ways in which Chinese is different in spoken 
and wriƩen forms. 

By the end of Year 6, students iniƟate and use strategies to maintain 
interacƟons in Chinese language that are related to their immediate 
environment. They use key features of pronunciaƟon and intonaƟon, 
recognising stress and phrasing in spoken texts. They collaborate in spoken 
and wriƩen acƟviƟes that involve the language of planning and problem-
solving to share informaƟon, ideas, and preferences. They use strategies to 
locate and interpret informaƟon and ideas in texts, and demonstrate 
understanding by responding in Chinese or English, adjusƟng their response 
to context, purpose and audience. They create texts, selecƟng and using a 
variety of vocabulary and sentence structures to suit context. They 
sequence informaƟon and ideas, and use convenƟons appropriate to text 
type. They use familiar characters appropriate to context and Pinyin.   

Students apply rules for pronunciaƟon and intonaƟon, wriƟng, character 
formaƟon, punctuaƟon and modelled structures, when creaƟng and 
responding in Chinese. They compare language structures and features in 
Chinese and English, using some metalanguage. They show understanding 
of how some language reflects cultural pracƟces and consider how this is 
reflected in their own language(s), culture(s) and idenƟty.  

By the end of the year: 

Students parƟcipate in and iniƟate, with guidance, short exchanges in 
Chinese about their home, neighbourhood and the wider world. They share 
informaƟon and opinions when parƟcipaƟng in collaboraƟve tasks. 
Students use strategies to locate and compare informaƟon and ideas in 
texts and demonstrate understanding in Chinese or English, adjusƟng their 
response to suit context, purpose and audience. They manipulate modelled 
language, selecƟng and using a variety of context-appropriate vocabulary 
and sentence structures, to create informaƟve and imaginaƟve texts. 

Students apply the Chinese sound and wriƟng systems, and linguisƟc 
features, when responding to or composing texts. They compare Chinese 
language and culture with English or their own language/s and culture/s 
and recognise that language reflects cultural pracƟces, values and idenƟty 
and that this impacts communicaƟon. 

  



  

DraŌ | Languages, Chinese │ Achievement standards | Pre-primary–Year 10 | DraŌ for consultaƟon | Not for implementaƟon 8 

Year 6 

Current WA Curriculum Australian Curriculum v9 Proposed WA Curriculum 

At standard, students parƟcipate in oral interacƟons and guided wriƟng 
tasks in Chinese through collaboraƟve tasks, class experiences, acƟviƟes 
and transacƟons, to exchange some informaƟon and recount some 
experiences about planning and organising future social events. They use 
simple modelled descripƟve and expressive language with some guidance 
when collaboraƟng with peers in guided tasks to organise displays, develop 
projects or budget for a shared event through emails, descripƟons of a 
place, invitaƟons, publicity fliers, or photo-stories. They gather, classify, 
compare and respond to most informaƟon and some supporƟng details 
from spoken and visual texts related to their personal and social worlds. 
They locate some key informaƟon in wriƩen texts and convey using learnt 
words, characters and phrases. Students idenƟfy, with some guidance, 
some cultural elements, share and compare responses, and express some 
opinions about characters, events and ideas in simple imaginaƟve texts. 
They create or adapt, with some guidance, imaginaƟve texts for different 
audiences, describing characters, ploƫng storylines and sequencing events. 
They idenƟfy some familiar words and phrases in simple texts that do not 
translate directly in English and interpret/translate them, with some 
guidance. Students experiment with and discuss the usefulness of various 
forms of dicƟonaries. They engage in intercultural experiences, describing 
simply, some aspects of language and culture that are unfamiliar, and 
discuss their own reacƟons and adjustments. Students are becoming more 
familiar with the systems of the Chinese language, explaining and applying 
features of intonaƟon, pronunciaƟon and wriƟng convenƟons used in 
different contexts and types of texts with a saƟsfactory level of accuracy. 
They use vocabulary and develop and apply knowledge of grammaƟcal 
elements in simple spoken and wriƩen texts, with a saƟsfactory level of 
accuracy. Students recognise and use grammaƟcal features to form 
sentences to express details, such as the Ɵme, place and manner of an 
acƟon, and to sequence ideas. They compare the use of tenses in English 
and Chinese, such as how future tense is oŌen expressed through Ɵme 
phrases in Chinese. They idenƟfy the use of adverbial phrases and extend 
understanding of sentence structure using subject-Ɵme-place-manner-
verb-object, such as 我星期一上学 and 我在澳大利亚上学. Students 
examine the clauses of a sentence in Chinese and noƟce how they are 
linked coherently. They apply processes of discourse development, such as 
joining (也、和), contrasƟng (但是) and sequencing (就) informaƟon. They 
explore, with guidance, values and beliefs across cultures, and idenƟfy ways 
in which cultural values are expressed through language. Students idenƟfy 
some ways in which Chinese is different in spoken and wriƩen forms. 

By the end of Year 6, students iniƟate and use strategies to maintain 
interacƟons in Chinese language that are related to their immediate 
environment. They use key features of pronunciaƟon and intonaƟon, 
recognising stress and phrasing in spoken texts. They collaborate in spoken 
and wriƩen acƟviƟes that involve the language of planning and problem-
solving to share informaƟon, ideas, and preferences. They use strategies to 
locate and interpret informaƟon and ideas in texts, and demonstrate 
understanding by responding in Chinese or English, adjusƟng their response 
to context, purpose and audience. They create texts, selecƟng and using a 
variety of vocabulary and sentence structures to suit context. They 
sequence informaƟon and ideas, and use convenƟons appropriate to text 
type. They use familiar characters appropriate to context and Pinyin. 

Students apply rules for pronunciaƟon and intonaƟon, wriƟng, character 
formaƟon, punctuaƟon and modelled structures, when creaƟng and 
responding in Chinese. They compare language structures and features in 
Chinese and English, using some metalanguage. They show understanding 
of how some language reflects cultural pracƟces and consider how this is 
reflected in their own language(s), culture(s) and idenƟty.  

By the end of the year: 

Students parƟcipate in and iniƟate, with guidance, extended exchanges in 
Chinese about their personal and social worlds. They share informaƟon and 
negoƟate outcomes when parƟcipaƟng in collaboraƟve tasks. Students use 
strategies to locate and process informaƟon and ideas in texts and 
demonstrate understanding in Chinese or English, adjusƟng their response 
to suit context, purpose and audience. They manipulate modelled 
language, selecƟng and using a variety of context-appropriate vocabulary 
and sentence structures, to create informaƟve and imaginaƟve texts. 

Students apply the Chinese sound and wriƟng systems, and linguisƟc 
features, when responding to or composing texts. They compare and 
discuss Chinese language and culture with English or their own language/s 
and culture/s and recognise that language reflects cultural pracƟces, values 
and idenƟty and that this impacts communicaƟon. 
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At standard, students iniƟate and parƟcipate in spoken and wriƩen 
interacƟons in Chinese with others through collaboraƟve tasks, acƟviƟes 
and transacƟons to exchange informaƟon on people, social events and 
school experiences. They use modelled descripƟve and expressive language 
to talk about, give opinions and share thoughts and feelings, such as 我今

年上七年级 and 你喜欢学习汉语吗？ Students engage in wriƩen 
interacƟons to plan Chinese acƟviƟes or social events, as well as share and 
exchange informaƟon about life in different cultural contexts, expressing 
some ideas and opinions. Students idenƟfy and summarise most key 
informaƟon, and some supporƟng details, from spoken texts related to 
their personal and social worlds. They locate, classify and organise most key 
points of informaƟon from wriƩen texts related to aspects of their personal 
and social worlds and re-present this informaƟon for known audiences. 
Students respond to a range of performance-based imaginaƟve texts, 
idenƟfying how features of performance are used to convey different 
emoƟons and aƫtudes and apply this knowledge to their own oral 
performances and texts. They create and perform simple, individual and 
shared imaginaƟve texts with imagined characters and places, to describe 
experiences and to entertain peers and younger audiences. They translate, 
mostly accurately, short phrases and texts for different audiences, at Ɵmes 
varying the language to explain key points for these different audiences. 
Students interact and engage with Chinese speakers to share and compare 
some aspects of culture that affect communicaƟon, and noƟce how their 
own culture impacts on language use. They also consider how their 
biography influences their idenƟty and communicaƟon. Students beƩer 
understand the systems of the Chinese language, examining differences in 
sounds and tones heard in oral discourse, including the range of vowel and 
consonant combinaƟons. They interpret texts by esƟmaƟng the probable 
sound and meaning of characters based on understanding of familiar 
radicals and phoneƟc sides when reading unfamiliar texts. They discuss 
how the Chinese language works, using metalanguage to describe the 
disƟncƟve spoken and wriƩen language system of Chinese. Students use 
some knowledge of character components and how they can be used to 
categorise vocabulary. Students use familiar vocabulary and apply elements 
of grammar, with a saƟsfactory level of accuracy. They show how clauses of 
a sentence are linked coherently, joining, contrasƟng and sequencing ideas 
and informaƟon. They use alternaƟve language to clarify intended 
meaning, for example, saying 我不胖不瘦 when they don’t know the 
phrase 中等身材, and compare ways in which tense is expressed in Chinese 
and applying, for example, 了 to indicate compleƟon; 完 to indicate the 

By the end of Year 8, students iniƟate and maintain interacƟons in Chinese 
language in familiar and some unfamiliar contexts related to a range of 
interests and experiences. They use Chinese to collaborate and problem-
solve, and adjust language in response to others. They interpret 
informaƟon, ideas and opinions in texts. They demonstrate understanding 
of similariƟes and differences between languages, in both familiar and 
some unfamiliar cultural contexts, by adjusƟng and reorganising responses. 
They select and use vocabulary, sentence structures, expressions and levels 
of formality, to create texts. They select and use characters appropriate to 
context and begin to use Pinyin to transcribe spoken words and short 
modelled sentences.  

Students apply the convenƟons of spoken Chinese, including differences in 
sounds and tones, to develop fluency and demonstrate understanding of 
wriƟng system features and the role and funcƟon of character components. 
They demonstrate understanding that spoken, wriƩen and mulƟmodal 
texts use different convenƟons, features and linguisƟc structures to convey 
meaning. They comment on structures and features of Chinese text, using 
metalanguage. They reflect on how the Chinese language, culture(s) and 
idenƟty are interconnected, and compare this with their own language(s), 
culture(s) and idenƟty. 

By the end of the year: 

Students iniƟate and parƟcipate in spoken and wriƩen exchanges in 
Chinese to share informaƟon about themselves, others, home and school. 
They parƟcipate in collaboraƟve tasks that involve planning and 
negoƟaƟng. Students locate and process informaƟon, ideas and opinions 
from texts and interacƟons and convey meaning in and between languages. 
They adapt modelled and familiar language and textual convenƟons to 
create informaƟve, imaginaƟve and personal texts. 

Students apply familiar features of the Chinese sound and wriƟng systems, 
and linguisƟc features to interact with developing fluency and when 
responding to and composing texts. They recognise and discuss similariƟes 
and differences between Chinese and English, using metalanguage. 
Students begin to explore examples of how language/s, culture/s, aƫtudes, 
beliefs and values shape idenƟty and meaning. 
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achievement of a desired result; 想 to indicate intenƟon; verb negaƟon 没
有 to indicate incomplete past and 正在 to indicate acƟon in progress. 
Students use different ways to negate ideas depending on degree of 
formality or emphasis. Students idenƟfy the structures and key features of 
familiar texts in Chinese to explain the relaƟonship between the language 
and structure used and the purpose of the text. They explore the ways in 
which Chinese language use is fostered among local communiƟes and the 
use of Chinese in local media. Students discuss the dynamic nature of the 
Chinese language by exploring examples of types of simplificaƟons and 
ways of associaƟng tradiƟonal characters with known simplified forms. 
They reflect on how Chinese, like other languages, has evolved and 
developed through different periods of influence and change. Students 
reflect on how language use varies between communiƟes and how 
communicaƟon is shaped by a community’s geographical locaƟon, 
languages and cultures. 
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Year 8 

Current WA Curriculum Australian Curriculum v9 Proposed WA Curriculum 

At standard, students iniƟate and maintain spoken interacƟons in Chinese 
with others through collaboraƟve tasks, acƟviƟes and transacƟons to 
exchange informaƟon on family and community acƟviƟes, social events, 
special occasions and milestones. They use modelled descripƟve and 
expressive language to share ideas, views and experiences, such as 中国人

春节喜欢穿红色的衣服和吃饺子 and 澳大利亚人圣诞？ They 
parƟcipate in wriƩen interacƟons and acƟviƟes that involve planning, 
sharing ideas and views by considering opƟons, making arrangements and 
solving problems, as well as comparing opinions on, and aƫtudes towards, 
different cultures. Students idenƟfy and share some key ideas, informaƟon 
and opinions from spoken texts related to their personal and social worlds, 
and present them in different formats for their intended audience. They list 
and present some informaƟon from wriƩen texts related to aspects of their 
personal and social worlds, using mostly rehearsed descripƟve and 
expressive language to compare perspecƟves and experiences. Students 
respond to a range of performance-based imaginaƟve texts, observing how 
characters, emoƟons and aƫtudes are portrayed, and express opinions 
about these aspects in their own oral performances and texts. They create 
and perform a range of simple wriƩen texts to describe experiences with 
imagined contexts and characters, selecƟng mostly appropriate language, 
rhythms and images to enrich the visual or listening experience. Students 
translate and interpret texts, with some inaccuracies, and compare their 
own translaƟon to peers’, reflecƟng on challenges associated with 
transferring meaning and concepts from one language to another. Students 
interact and engage with Chinese speakers to share and compare some 
aspects of culture that affect communicaƟon, and noƟce how their own 
culture impacts on language use. They also consider how their biography 
influences their idenƟty and communicaƟon. Students beƩer understand 
the systems of the Chinese language, examining differences in sounds and 
tones heard in oral discourse, such as the diverse meanings of words that 
share similar sounds. They interpret texts by inferring meaning from 
common character components or posiƟon of components and analyse 
how reliable this method is in translaƟng. Students discuss how the Chinese 
language works, using metalanguage to describe the disƟncƟve spoken and 
wriƩen language system of Chinese. They use familiar vocabulary and apply 
elements of grammar, with a saƟsfactory level of accuracy. Students explore 
the use of diverse Ɵme expressions and ways to sequence events in Ɵme 
and apply in their own language use, for example, 先…然后; 一…就…;…
了; 就…;才;第一;然后. Students compare and apply the funcƟons of 
preposiƟons and discuss the importance of context when determining their 

By the end of Year 8, students iniƟate and maintain interacƟons in Chinese 
language in familiar and some unfamiliar contexts related to a range of 
interests and experiences. They use Chinese to collaborate and problem-
solve, and adjust language in response to others. They interpret 
informaƟon, ideas and opinions in texts. They demonstrate understanding 
of similariƟes and differences between languages, in both familiar and 
some unfamiliar cultural contexts, by adjusƟng and reorganising responses. 
They select and use vocabulary, sentence structures, expressions and levels 
of formality, to create texts. They select and use characters appropriate to 
context and begin to use Pinyin to transcribe spoken words and short 
modelled sentences.  

Students apply the convenƟons of spoken Chinese, including differences in 
sounds and tones, to develop fluency and demonstrate understanding of 
wriƟng system features and the role and funcƟon of character components. 
They demonstrate understanding that spoken, wriƩen and mulƟmodal 
texts use different convenƟons, features and linguisƟc structures to convey 
meaning. They comment on structures and features of Chinese text, using 
metalanguage. They reflect on how the Chinese language, culture(s) and 
idenƟty are interconnected, and compare this with their own language(s), 
culture(s) and idenƟty. 

By the end of the year: 

Students iniƟate and parƟcipate in spoken and wriƩen exchanges in 
Chinese to share and compare informaƟon and experiences about going 
out, socialising, special events and leisure Ɵme. They parƟcipate in 
collaboraƟve tasks that involve planning, negoƟaƟng and problem solving. 
Students locate, summarise and process informaƟon, ideas and opinions 
from texts and interacƟons and convey meaning in and between languages. 
They adapt modelled and familiar language and textual convenƟons to 
create informaƟve, imaginaƟve and personal texts. 

Students apply features of the Chinese sound and wriƟng systems, and 
linguisƟc features to interact with increased fluency and when responding 
to and composing texts. They recognise and discuss similariƟes and 
differences between Chinese and English, using metalanguage. Students 
recognise and discuss examples of how language/s, culture/s, aƫtudes, 
beliefs and values shape idenƟty and meaning. 



  

DraŌ | Languages, Chinese │ Achievement standards | Pre-primary–Year 10 | DraŌ for consultaƟon | Not for implementaƟon 12 

Current WA Curriculum Australian Curriculum v9 Proposed WA Curriculum 

meaning in texts. They explore and apply the use of conjuncƟons to 
sequence and connect ideas when construcƟng texts. They use different 
ways to negate ideas depending on degree of formality or emphasis, for 
example, 我不是…; 我哪儿有…？; 我没有办法…; 我不能…; 不行; …别; 
…不可以. Students analyse, in part, how authors adjust features of 
different text types for different purposes and audiences. They invesƟgate 
the extent and dynamic nature of Chinese language use locally and globally, 
and explain how the Chinese language is constantly expanding to include 
new words and expressions in response to social and technological 
changes. Students compare and reflect on some ways in which cultural 
contexts influence the way language is used within and across 
communiƟes. 
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At standard, students iniƟate, in part, and parƟcipate in spoken interacƟons 
in Chinese with others through collaboraƟve tasks, acƟviƟes and 
transacƟons to exchange informaƟon on aspects of childhood, teenage life 
and relaƟonships. They use familiar descripƟve and expressive language to 
share and compare personal opinions, such as 中国学生的作业比澳大利

亚学生的多 and 我喜欢上网交朋友，你呢？ They engage in wriƩen 
interacƟons and acƟviƟes, in simple characters, Pinyin and some English, 
about aspects of childhood, teenage life and relaƟonships, referring to 
informaƟon stated, or requesƟng or providing further details. Students 
analyse key ideas and informaƟon from a range of spoken texts related to 
aspects of their personal and social worlds, and idenƟfy the different ways 
in which emoƟons, intenƟons and ideas are expressed. They collate and 
present, in wriƩen form, some different perspecƟves related to aspects of 
their personal and social worlds and idenƟfy context, purpose and intended 
audience. Students engage with imaginaƟve performance based texts, 
sharing opinions on characters and plot, comparing themes and content 
with English language texts created for similar audiences, and uƟlise these 
to create and perform their own texts. They create simple imaginaƟve 
wriƩen texts that describe aspects of Chinese culture for different 
audiences. Students translate and interpret, with some accuracy, a range of 
texts, and discuss how to convey concepts that do not translate easily 
across different linguisƟc and cultural contexts. They monitor their 
language choices when using Chinese, and consider their own and others’ 
responses and reacƟons in intercultural communicaƟon. Students quesƟon 
some assumpƟons and values and, occasionally, modify their language and 
behaviours in relaƟon to different cultural perspecƟves. They also 
invesƟgate and share family and cultural tradiƟons and experiences, 
considering how these have shaped, and conƟnue to shape, personal and 
cultural idenƟty. Students beƩer understand the systems of the Chinese 
language, exploring the role of emphasis, stress and rhythm to express 
subtle meaning in interacƟons. They apply basic knowledge of character 
form and funcƟon to infer informaƟon about the sound and meaning of 
unfamiliar characters. Students discuss how the Chinese language works, 
using metalanguage to describe the disƟncƟve spoken and wriƩen 
language system of Chinese. They use familiar vocabulary and apply 
elements of grammar, with a saƟsfactory level of accuracy. Students 
compare the use of words that rely on interpretaƟon of context to convey 
the intended meaning, such as 让、给, comparing extracts from a range of 
spoken and wriƩen texts which use the same word in a different way. They 
express condiƟons, for example, 如果…就; expressing cause and effect, for 

By the end of Year 10, students contribute to and extend interacƟons in 
Chinese language in increasingly unfamiliar contexts related to a wide range 
of interests and issues. They interpret texts by evaluaƟng and synthesising 
informaƟon, ideas and perspecƟves. They show understanding of how 
features of language can be used to influence audience response. They 
create texts, selecƟng and manipulaƟng language for a range of contexts, 
purposes and audiences. They apply and use complex sentences and 
structures to create and respond to spoken and wriƩen texts. They use a 
variety of tenses to sequence events and use language devices to enhance 
meaning and cohesion. They select and use a variety of characters 
appropriate to context, using Pinyin to transcribe spoken texts.  

Students incorporate features, convenƟons and phrasing paƩerns of spoken 
Chinese including variaƟons in intonaƟon, rhythm and sounds, to enhance 
fluency. They demonstrate understanding of the convenƟons of spoken and 
wriƩen texts and the connecƟons between them. They apply knowledge of 
grammar and character form and funcƟon, and language structures and 
features, to make and predict meaning. They support analysis of Chinese 
texts, using metalanguage. They reflect on their own cultural perspecƟves 
and idenƟty, and draw on their experience of learning Chinese, to evaluate 
how this learning influences their ideas and ways of communicaƟng.  

By the end of the year: 

Students parƟcipate in sustained spoken and wriƩen interacƟons in 
Chinese to share and compare informaƟon and experiences about Chinese-
speaking countries, communiƟes and regions. They contribute to 
collaboraƟve tasks that involve planning, managing and problem-solving. 
Students summarise and compare ideas and opinions from a range of texts 
and interacƟons in Chinese. They convey meaning and perspecƟves in and 
between languages and cultures in a variety of ways. Students select 
linguisƟc features and textual convenƟons to create informaƟve, 
imaginaƟve and personal texts. 

Students apply features of the Chinese sound and wriƟng systems and an 
extended range of linguisƟc features to interact with enhanced fluency and 
to respond to and compose texts. They reflect on and discuss similariƟes 
and differences between Chinese and English, using metalanguage. They 
understand and begin to reflect on how language/s, culture/s, aƫtudes, 
beliefs and values shape idenƟty and meaning. 
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example, 为了… and expressing the condiƟon, quality or result of an 
acƟon, for example, 坐得下、说得对、做完、买到. Students experiment 
with the use of 成语 (Chinese set expressions) and famous sayings to 

substanƟate ideas in Chinese. Students experiment with 的 as a subject 

modifier to express ideas that would contain relaƟve clauses in English. 
They explain the purpose, structures and some language features of 
contemporary texts in Chinese. Students explore how the Chinese language 
conƟnues to adapt over Ɵme and is influenced by local and global contexts 
and cultures. They explain, with some examples, the influence of language 
on people’s acƟons, values and beliefs, and seek to appreciate the scale and 
importance of linguisƟc diversity in groups and cultures. Students explore 
how language choices reflect cultural pracƟces and values that can be 
difficult for speakers of other languages to interpret. 
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At standard, students iniƟate and parƟcipate in sustained spoken and 
wriƩen interacƟons in Chinese with others through collaboraƟve tasks, 
acƟviƟes and transacƟons to provide informaƟon on young people’s 
experiences and interest in contemporary culture and social issues, such as 
我不太同意你的说法 and 但是…所以我觉得…. They use familiar 
descripƟve and expressive language, in formal and some informal 
exchanges, to exchange informaƟon, request clarificaƟon or confirmaƟon, 
solve problems and manage diverse views. Students analyse, synthesise 
and evaluate some ideas and informaƟon from a range of perspecƟves in 
spoken texts related to aspects of their personal, natural and social worlds, 
and idenƟfy most of the ways that context and culture affect how 
informaƟon is presented. They collate and present in wriƩen form a range 
of perspecƟves on texts related to aspects of their personal, natural and 
social worlds, and idenƟfy most of the ways that context and culture affect 
how informaƟon is presented. Students engage with imaginaƟve 
performance-based texts and respond by discussing aƫtudes portrayed, 
expressing opinions, explaining themes, discussing characters and 
considering language use and cultural meanings, and apply these to create 
and perform their own spoken imaginaƟve texts. They create simple 
wriƩen imaginaƟve texts that express aspects of Chinese culture for 
different audiences, and idenƟfy how some concepts can be readily 
translated between Chinese and English and some cannot. When 
translaƟng and interpreƟng from one language to another, students 
describe how cultural perspecƟves and concepts have been represented. 
They describe the experience of learning and using Chinese, considering 
how intercultural communicaƟon involves taking responsibility by 
modifying language and behaviours. They also explore and express their 
own cultural idenƟty and ability to act as a cultural mediator between 
Chinese speakers and Australians. Students beƩer understand the systems 
of the Chinese language, explaining, in part, differences in intonaƟon, 
rhythm and sounds when listening to speakers of different ages, genders 
and social posiƟons. They examine and explain, in part, the relaƟonships 
between characters and word meanings when encountering new 
vocabulary. Students use metalanguage to describe the disƟncƟve spoken 
and wriƩen language system of Chinese. In spoken and wriƩen texts, 
students use familiar vocabulary, with a saƟsfactory level of accuracy. They 
analyse how elements of grammar impact on the making of meaning in 
texts, including jusƟfying opinions and building logical arguments by 
expressing addiƟonal informaƟon and providing reasons, for example, using 
不但…而且…; 除了…以外; 另外, and introducing contrasƟng views to 

By the end of Year 10, students contribute to and extend interacƟons in 
Chinese language in increasingly unfamiliar contexts related to a wide range 
of interests and issues. They interpret texts by evaluaƟng and synthesising 
informaƟon, ideas and perspecƟves. They show understanding of how 
features of language can be used to influence audience response. They 
create texts, selecƟng and manipulaƟng language for a range of contexts, 
purposes and audiences. They apply and use complex sentences and 
structures to create and respond to spoken and wriƩen texts. They use a 
variety of tenses to sequence events and use language devices to enhance 
meaning and cohesion. They select and use a variety of characters 
appropriate to context, using Pinyin to transcribe spoken texts.  

Students incorporate features, convenƟons and phrasing paƩerns of spoken 
Chinese including variaƟons in intonaƟon, rhythm and sounds, to enhance 
fluency. They demonstrate understanding of the convenƟons of spoken and 
wriƩen texts and the connecƟons between them. They apply knowledge of 
grammar and character form and funcƟon, and language structures and 
features, to make and predict meaning. They support analysis of Chinese 
texts, using metalanguage. They reflect on their own cultural perspecƟves 
and idenƟty, and draw on their experience of learning Chinese, to evaluate 
how this learning influences their ideas and ways of communicaƟng.  

By the end of the year: 

Students parƟcipate in sustained spoken and wriƩen interacƟons in 
Chinese to share and compare informaƟon and opinions about future plans 
and travel. They contribute ideas, opinions and suggesƟons to negoƟate 
outcomes and share experiences. Students compare and interpret 
informaƟon, ideas and opinions from a range of texts and interacƟons in 
Chinese. They convey meaning and perspecƟves in and between languages 
and cultures in a variety of ways. Students select linguisƟc features and 
textual convenƟons to create informaƟve, imaginaƟve and personal texts to 
engage different audiences. 

Students apply the Chinese sound and wriƟng systems and an extended 
range of linguisƟc features to interact with enhanced fluency and to 
respond to and compose texts. They reflect on and evaluate similariƟes and 
differences between Chinese and English, using metalanguage. They 
understand and reflect on how language/s, culture/s, aƫtudes, beliefs and 
values shape idenƟty and meaning, and how these influence ways of 
communicaƟng. 
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others using elements, such as cohesive devices, for example, 不是…而是

…; 不过，虽然…但是…. Students explore the ways in which language 
can be manipulated to make ideas more objecƟve, for example, the 
removal of personal pronouns and opinions. They experiment with the use 
of 成语 (Chinese set expressions) and famous sayings to substanƟate ideas 
in Chinese. Students experiment with 的 as a subject modifier to express 
ideas that would contain relaƟve clauses in English, for example, 我昨天买

的书不太贵. They compare the purposes, text structures and language 
features of tradiƟonal and contemporary Chinese texts. Students explain 
how Chinese language and culture have evolved and conƟnue to change 
over Ɵme, and idenƟfy how language use has the power to influence social 
relaƟonships, beliefs and values. They explain how language defines 
people’s roles as outsiders or insiders in groups and cultures. Students 
analyse the ways in which language choices reflect cultural pracƟces and 
values, and describe how language is used to express familiarity and 
distance between parƟcipants in interacƟons. 

 


