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Languages | Tamil: Second Language | P–10 Scope and Sequence 1 

Tamil: Second Language – Scope and Sequence P–6 
Communicating 

 Pre-primary Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Socialising Interact with teacher and 
peers through action-related 
talk and structured play to 
exchange greetings; for 
example, வணக்கம் 
ஆ�ரியர.்; வணக்கம் 
��/��ம�/ெசல்� 
ஆ�ரியர ்ெபயர ்... 

Respond to greetings and 
show respect for others using 
culturally appropriate 
gestures; for example, 
(எ�ந்� நின்� இ� 
கரங்கள் �ப்� 
வணக்கம் 
ெசால்�தல்) 
அைனவ�க்�ம் 
வணக்கம்.; எப்ப� 
இ�க்��ரக்ள்?/ 
இ�க்�றாய்?; நான் 
நலமாக இ�க்�ேறன், 
நன்� ஆ�ரியர.்  

Introduce and share 
information about 
themselves; for example, 
உங்கள்/உன் ெபயர ்
என்ன?; என் ெபயர ்...; 
உங்க�க்� எத்தைன 
வய�?/உனக்� என்ன 
வய�?;எனக்� ஐந்� 
வய�. 

Interact with teacher and 
peers orally and in writing to 
share information about 
themselves, their age and 
where they live, and to talk 
about their favourite things; 
for example, எனக்� ஆ� 
வய�.; நீங்கள் எங்ேக 
வ�க்��ரக்ள்?/நீ 
எங்ேக வ�க்�றாய்?; 
நான் டயெனல்லா�ல் 
வ�க்�ேறன்.; எனக்� 
�ைளயாட ��ப்பம்.; 

எனக்� ேதாைச 
�க�ம் ��ப்பம்.; 
உங்களிடம்/ 
உன்னிடம் ெசல்லப் 
�ராணி இ�க்�றதா?; 
ஆம், என்னிடம் 
ெசல்லப்�ராணி 
இ�க்�ற�.; எனக்� 
நாய்க்�ட்� ��ப்பம். 

Express gratitude, make 
requests and apologise when 
appropriate; for example, 
மன்னிக்க�ம், தய� 
ெசய்�, நன்� 

Interact with teacher and 
peers orally and in writing to 
participate in routine 
exchanges, asking each other 
how they are and offering 
wishes, and to share 
information about events in 
the day and over the year; 
for example, நான் 
�ங்கட்�ழைம இட்� 
சாப்�ட்ேடன்.; என� 
�றந்த நாள் மாரச் ்30.; 
�றந்தநாள் 
வாழ்த்�கள், 
ைதப்ெபாங்கல் 
வாழ்த்�கள்,  
��ஸ்மஸ்/நத்தார ்
நல்வாழ்த்�கள்.; 
இன்� வானிைல 
நன்றாக இ�க்�ற�. 

Interact with teacher and 
peers orally and in writing to 
exchange information about 
friends and family members; 
for example, எனக்� 
இரண்� 
சேகாதரிக�ம் ஒ� 
சேகாதர�ம் 
இ�க்�ன்றனர.்; என் 
சேகாதரன் ெபயர ்
அ�லன்.; என� ேதா� 
மால� �க�ம் 
அழகானவள்.; 
அவ�க்� ஆ� 
வய�.; என் தாதத்ா 
�க�ம் நல்லவர.் 

Participate in routine 
exchanges, such as asking 
each other how they are; for 
example, வணக்கம் 
(மாணவர ்ெபயர)்.; 
எப்ப� 
இ�க்��ரக்ள்?/ 
இ�க்�றாய்?; நான் 
நலமாக இ�க்�ேறன்.; 
நீங்கள் எப்ப� 
இ�க்��ரக்ள்?/நீ 
எப்ப� இ�க்�றாய்?;  
வணக்கம் அப்பா/ 
நண்பரக்ேள.; நாைள 
�ண்�ம் 
சந்�ப்ேபாம்.; இர� 
வணக்கம். 

Interact with teacher and 
peers orally and in writing to 
exchange information about 
aspects of their personal 
worlds, including their daily 
routines at home and school 
and their interests; for 
example, நான் காைல 
எட்� மணிக்�ப் 
பள்ளிக்�ச ்
ெசல்ேவன்.; நான் 
சனிக்�ழைம ேதா�ம் 
��ைரச ்சவாரி 
ெசய்ேவன் அத்�டன் 
ஞா�ற்�க்�ழைம 
ேதா�ம் வைலப்பந்� 
�ைளயா�ேவன்.; 
எனக்� 
�ைளயாட�ம் 
�ற்�லா ெசல்ல�ம்   
��ப்பம் ஆனால் என் 
நண்ப�க்� இைச 
�க�ம்   ��ப்பம். 

Initiate interactions with 
teacher and peers orally and 
in writing to exchange 
information about their 
home, neighbourhood and 
local community; for 
example, நான் �ல்வட் 
ெதா���ல் ஒ� 
பைழய �ட்�ல் 
வ�க்�ேறன்.; என் 
�� ந��ன் அ��ல் 
ஒ� �ங்கா�ன் 
பக்கத்�ல் 
இ�க்�ற�.; நான் 
வார இ�� நாட்களில் 
என் நண்பரக்�டன் 
�ற்�ண்�யக�ற்�ச ்
ெசல்ேவன்.; நான் 
பள்ளிக்�ப் ேப�ந்�ல் 
ெசல்ேவன்.; நாங்கள் 
சந்ைதக்�ப் 
ேபாேவாம்.; என் 
பள்ளி�ல் ெபரிய 
�லக�ம் 
�ைளயாட்�த்�ட�
ம் இ�க்�ன்றன.; என் 
�ட்�ன் �ன்�றத்�ல் 
நீசச்ல் �ளம் 
இ�க்�ற�. 

Initiate interactions with 
teacher and peers orally and 
in writing to exchange 
information and relate 
experiences about free time; 
for example, நான் 
மாைல ேநரத்�ல் 
�ட்�ப் பாடங்கைளச ்
ெசய்ேவன். அத்�டன் 
காெணாளி 
�ைளயாட்� 
�ைளயா�ேவன்.;  
நீங்கள் மாைல 
ேநரத�்ல் என்ன 
ெசய்�ரக்ள்?/நீ 
மாைல ேநரத�்ல் 
என்ன ெசய்வாய்? 
�ற்�ண்�யகத்�ற்� 
ேபாகலாமா?; 
வானிைல நன்றாக 
இ�க்�ம் ேபா� நான் 
கடற்கைரக்�ச ்
ெசல்ேவன். 

Participate in routine 
exchanges to express 
feelings, opinions and 
personal preferences; for 
example, அவன் என் 
அண்ணன்.; அவன் 
நல்லவன்./அவர ்என் 
அண்ணா .; அவர ்
நல்லவர.் 
மன்னிக்க�ம் ராதா.; 
ஆனால் ...; நான் 
நிைனக்�ேறன் …; 
நான் நிசச்யமாக 
சம்ம�க்க�ல்ைல. 
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 Pre-primary Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

 Participate in shared actions 
with the teacher and peers 
using simple, repetitive key 
words, images, movement 
and songs; for example, 
அம்மா அம்மா �தல் 
வணக்கம் ...;  
நிலா நிலா ஓ� வா ... 

Respond to teacher talk and 
instruction; for example, 
எல்ேலா�ம் இங்ேக 
பா�ங்கள்!; 
எ�ந்��ங்கள்!; 
உட்கா�ங்கள்!; 
எல்ேலா�ம் 
அைம�யாக 
இ�ங்கள்!; படம் 
வைர�ங்கள்!; 
வண்ணம் �ட்�ங்கள்! 

Participate in guided 
collaborative tasks, using 
simple modelled language in 
songs, rhymes, games, 
gestures and pictures to 
support understanding and to 
convey meaning; for example, 
ேகா�யம்மா�ம் 
�ஞ்�க�ம், ைசமன் 
ெசால்�றான் ... 

Respond to teacher talk and 
instruction; for example, 
மன்னிக்க�ம் 
ஆ�ரியர.் எனக்� 
�ளங்க�ல்ைல/�ரிய
�ல்ைல.; தய� 
ெசய்� ேபனாைவ 
எனக்�/தா�ங்கள்.; 
இேதா உங்கள்/உன் 
ேபனா.; நன்�. 

Participate in guided 
collaborative tasks, 
transactions and games, 
taking turns, exchanging and 
negotiating, using simple 
language; for example, 
நான் �ங்கட்�ழைம 
ேதா�ம் 
வாைழப்பழம்/மாம்ப
ழம்/�ராட்ைசப்பழம் ,
ஆரஞ்�/ேதாடம் பழம் 
சாப்��ேவன். 

Respond to teacher talk and 
instruction; for example, 
இ� உங்க�ைடயதா/ 
உன்�ைடயதா? ஆம் 
இ� என்�ைடய�. 

Participate in individual and 
collaborative tasks that 
involve following 
instructions, asking questions 
and making statements, and 
asking for help and 
permission; for example,  
நான் க�வைறக்� 
ேபாகலாமா?; தய� 
ெசய்� எனக்� உத� 
ெசய்ய ���மா?; 
எனக்� உத� 
ேதைவப்ப��ற�. 

Participate in individual and 
collaborative tasks that 
involve asking for help, 
clarification and permission, 
solving problems and sharing 
decisions; for example, 
creating a display or 
conducting a role-play or 
scenario, science 
experiments, cooking or craft 
activities; for example, 
கா�த ைக�ைனப் 
ெபா�ட்கள் ெசய்வ�/ 
வண்ணக் 
கா�தங்களால் 
மாைல ெசய்வ�. 

Engage in individual and 
collaborative tasks that 
involve organising displays, 
planning outings and 
conducting events, such as 
performances, or activities; 
for example, building models, 
and completing transactions 
in places such as a café or a 
market 

Engage in individual and 
collaborative tasks to plan 
events or activities to 
showcase their progress in 
learning and using Tamil, 
developing projects or 
budgeting for a shared event 

Informing Recognise pictures, symbols, 
key words and phrases of 
spoken and written Tamil in 
rhymes, songs, labels and 
titles related to their 
personal worlds 

Locate key words and 
information in simple spoken 
and written texts, such as 
charts, lists, labels and 
captions, rhymes and songs, 
related to their personal 
worlds 

Identify specific points of 
information from familiar 
types of simple spoken, 
written or digital texts to 
complete guided tasks 
related to their personal 
worlds  

Locate specific points of 
information in a range of 
short written, spoken, 
multimodal and digital texts 
related to their personal 
worlds 

Locate and process factual 
information in a range of 
written, spoken, digital and 
multimodal texts related to 
their personal and social 
worlds 

Gather and compare 
information and supporting 
details from a range of 
written, spoken, digital and 
multimodal texts related to 
their personal and social 
worlds 

Gather, compare and 
respond to information and 
supporting details from a 
range of written, spoken, 
digital and multimodal texts 
related to their personal and 
social worlds 

Convey factual information 
about their personal worlds 
using songs, rhymes, 
gestures, pictures, labels, 
captions and familiar words 

Convey factual information 
about their personal worlds 
using pictures, labels, 
captions, familiar words and 
simple statements 

Convey factual information 
about their personal worlds 
using familiar words, 
phrases, simple statements 
and modelled language 

Convey factual information 
about their personal worlds 
using simple statements, 
short descriptions and 
modelled texts 

Gather and convey factual 
information, simple 
statements and short 
descriptions from familiar 
texts related to their 
personal and social worlds 

Gather and convey 
information and ideas in 
different formats from a 
range of texts related to their 
personal and social worlds 

Convey information, ideas and 
opinions related to their 
personal and social worlds, 
selecting appropriate written, 
spoken, digital and 
multimodal texts to suit 
specific audiences and 
contexts 

http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=L&t=Language
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 Pre-primary Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Creating Engage by listening to and 
viewing short imaginative 
texts and responding through 
action, dance, singing, 
drawing, movement and 
other forms of expression 

Participate in listening to and 
viewing short imaginative 
texts and responding through 
action, dance, singing, 
drawing and collaborative 
retelling 

Participate in listening to, 
viewing and reading 
imaginative texts and 
responding through action, 
performance, shared reading 
and collaborative retelling 

Participate in and respond to 
imaginative texts, acting out 
events, identifying and 
comparing favourite 
elements and making simple 
statements about characters 
or themes 

Participate in and respond to 
imaginative texts, discussing 
messages and using 
modelled language to make 
statements about characters 
or themes 

Share responses to 
characters, events and ideas 
in imaginative texts, such as 
stories, dialogues, cartoons, 
television programs or films, 
and make connections with 
their own experience and 
feelings 

Share and compare 
responses to characters, 
events and ideas and identify 
cultural elements in 
imaginative texts 

Participate in the shared 
performance of songs or 
rhymes, playing with sound 
patterns, rhyming words and 
non-verbal forms of 
expression; for example, 
அம்மா அம்மா இங்ேக 
வா,  
ேதா ேதா நாய்க்�ட்� 

Participate in the shared 
performance of songs, 
rhymes and stories and the 
presentation of action stories 
using verbal and non-verbal 
forms of expression and 
modelled language; for 
example, �ங்க�ம் 
�ண்ெட��ம்  

Create stories and perform 
imaginative scenarios 
through role play, mime, 
drawing, oral discussion or 
scaffolded writing activities, 
using familiar words and 
modelled language; for 
example, ஒ� �ைற, 
ஒ� நாள், ஓர ்ஊரில்  

Create and perform short 
imaginative texts that use 
familiar expressions and 
modelled language as well as 
simple visual supports 

Create and perform short 
imaginative texts that allow 
for exploration and 
enjoyment of language, 
cultural expression and 
performance, using familiar 
expressions, simple 
statements and modelled 
language 

Create or reinterpret, 
present or perform 
imaginative texts for 
different audiences, based on 
or adapted from events, 
characters or settings 

Create or reinterpret, 
present or perform 
alternative versions of 
imaginative texts for 
different audiences, adapting 
stimulus, theme, characters, 
places, ideas and events to 
suit different modes or 
contexts 

Translating Share with others familiar 
Tamil words, phrases, sounds 
and gestures, noticing how 
they may have similar or 
different meanings in English 
or other languages; for 
example, கா�, 
ெபன்�ல், ேபனா 

Share with others simple 
Tamil expressions, sounds 
and gestures, name familiar 
objects and use Tamil and/or 
English to conduct simple 
conversations 

Translate for others what 
they can express in Tamil, 
interpreting simple 
expressions and songs, and 
explaining how meanings are 
similar or different in English 
or other languages; for 
example, the words 
ெதாப்�, ேபனா, 
ெபன்�ல் have similar 
meanings in most of the 
South Asian languages 

Translate words and 
expressions in simple texts, 
such as captions, story titles 
or recurring lines in a story, 
noticing which ones are 
difficult to interpret 

Translate words, phrases and 
expressions in simple texts, 
such as Tamil translations of 
�க�ம் ப��ள்ள 
கம்பளிப்�ச�், The Very 
Hungry Caterpillar, and ஓர ்
ஈைய ��ங்�ய 
�தாட்�, The Old Woman 
Who Swallowed a Fly, to 
compare meanings and share 
understandings about aspects 
of language and culture that 
are different from English 

Use visual, print or online 
dictionaries, word lists and 
pictures to translate simple 
familiar texts 

Translate simple texts from 
Tamil to English and vice 
versa, noticing which words 
or phrases require 
interpretation or explanation 

Use visual, print or online 
dictionaries, word lists and 
pictures to translate short, 
familiar texts 

Translate and interpret short 
texts from Tamil to English 
and vice versa, recognising 
that words and meanings do 
not always correspond across 
languages and expanding 
descriptions or giving 
examples where necessary to 
assist meaning 

Experiment with bilingual 
dictionaries and/or online 
translators, considering the 
relative advantages or 
limitations of each resource 

Reflecting Begin to notice how Tamil 
feels/sounds different when 
speaking, singing a song or 
hearing it spoken by others 
compared with using and 
hearing their own language/s 

Notice ways of speaking in 
Tamil that appear different 
from their own ways and 
become aware of how voice, 
behaviour and body language 
may change when speaking 
Tamil  

Recognise similarities and 
differences between aspects 
of Tamil and Australian 
cultural practices and related 
language use 

Notice what looks or feels 
similar or different to their 
own language and culture 
when interacting in Tamil; for 
example, gestures such as 
standing up for elders and 
joining both palms to say 
Vanakkam 

Notice and describe how 
language reflects cultural 
practices and norms 

Compare ways of 
communicating in English-
and Tamil-speaking contexts 
and identify ways in which 
culture influences language 
use  

Engage in intercultural 
experiences, describing 
aspects of language and 
culture that are unfamiliar 
and discussing their own 
reactions and adjustments; 
for example, Diwali or 
Deepavali celebrations 
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Understanding 

 Pre-primary Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Systems of 
language 

Differentiate Tamil and 
English sounds; for example, 
by comparing names in Tamil 
and English 

Recognise and experiment 
with reproducing sounds and 
rhythm of spoken Tamil by 
singing, reciting and 
repeating familiar words and 
phrases in context 

Recognise, reproduce and 
pronounce the short and 
long vowel sound; for 
example, அ, ஆ  

Recognise, reproduce and 
pronounce the consonant 
sound; for example, 
ப், ட், ம், ர ்

Recognise, reproduce and 
pronounce the Tamil 
consonants with short and 
long vowels; for example, 
ப்+அ=ப, ப்+ஆ=பா 
ட, டா, ம, மா, ர, ரா 

Recognise, reproduce and 
pronounce the consonant 
sound; for example, 
ழ், க், ச,் த், ந், ன், ண் 

Recognise, reproduce and 
pronounce the Tamil 
consonants with short and 
long vowel sound; for 
example,  
ழ, ழா, க, கா, ச, சா, த, 
தா, ந, நா, ன, னா, ண, 
ணா 

Recognise, reproduce and 
pronounce the consonant 
sound; for example, 
வ், ய், ல், ள், ங், ஞ், ற் 

Recognise, reproduce and 
pronounce the Tamil 
consonants with short and 
long vowel sound; for 
example, வ, வா, ய, யா, 
ல, லா, ள, ளா, ங, ஙா, 
ஞ, ஞா, ற, றா 

Recognise, reproduce and 
pronounce the Tamil 
consonants with short and 
long vowel sounds, such as 
இ, ஈ, உ, ஊ, ஐ, on their 
own and when combined 
with consonants; for example, 
�, �, �, �, ைக 

Understand the hard 
consonants and their 
conjunctions with soft 
consonants (இன 
எ�த்�கள்); for 
example,  
(ங்-க்) (ஞ்-ச)் (ண்-ட்)  
(ந்-த்) (ம்-ப்) (ன்-ற்) 

Recognise that the 12 vowels 
and the 18 consonants 
combine to make vowel-
consonant sounds that follow 
the pattern of sounds for all 
consonants of the Tamil 
alphabet; for example, ெக, 
ேக, ெகா, ேகா, ெகௗ 

Recognise the specific sound 
difference between 
consonants and the correct 
pronunciation of the same to 
avoid distorting the meaning 
of the word 
(மயங்ெகா�கள்); for 
example, வாணம், 
வானம், பணி, பனி 

Recognise and enunciate 
words, and combine these 
aspects to construct 
sentences; for example, இ� 
ஒ� க�ப்�க் ��ைர. 

Recognise how names are 
written in Tamil by tracing 
them on dotted lines on 
laminated cards 

Recognise, trace and copy 
some Tamil characters with 
straight lines; for example, 
ப், ப, பா, ட், ட, டா, ம், 
ம, மா, ர,் ர, ரா 

�தல் இரண்� 
உ�ெர�த்�க�டன் 
(அ, ஆ) ெமய் 
எ�த்�கைள (ப், ட், ம்) 
இைணத்தல். 

Recognise that Tamil letters 
have straight and curved 
lines; for example, படம், 
என், நான், ஆம் 

Recognise how names are 
written in Tamil by shaping 
playdough 

Form words using syllables of 
vowels and consonants; for 
example, அம்மா, படம், 
மரம் 

Recognise, trace and copy 
Tamil characters with 
straight lines and curved 
lines; for example,  
ழ், ழ, ழா, க், க, கா, ச,் 
ச, சா, த், த, தா, ந், ந, 
நா, ன், ன, னா, ண், ண, 
ணா 

�தல் இரண்� 
உ�ெர�த்�க�டன் 
(அ, ஆ) ெமய் 
எ�த்�கைள(ர,் ழ், க், 
ச,் த், ந்) இைணத்தல். 

Recognise that Tamil scripts 
have straight and curved 
lines; for example, அம்மா, 
மரம், காகம் 

Form words using syllables of 
vowels and consonants; for 
example, பழம், அக்கா, 
அண்ணா, நான் 

Recognise, trace and copy 
Tamil characters with 
straight lines and curved 
lines; for example,  
வ், வ, வா, ய், ய, யா, ல், 
ல, லா, ள், ள, ளா, ங், ங, 
ஙா, ஞ், ஞ, ஞா, ற், ற, 
றா 

�தல் இரண்� 
உ�ெர�த்�க�டன் 
(அ, ஆ) ெமய் 
எ�த்�கைள(ண், ன், 
வ், ய், ல், ள், ங், ஞ், ற்) 
இைணத்தல். 

Form words using syllables of 
vowels and consonants; for 
example, வட்டம், யார,் 
பல், நாள் 

Recognise, trace and copy 
Tamil characters with 
straight lines and curved 
lines; for example, �, �, �, 
�, ைக 

அ�த்த ஐந்� 
உ�ெர�த்�க�டன் 
(இ, ஈ, உ, ஊ, ஐ) ெமய் 
எ�த்�கைள 
இைணத்தல் 

Form words using syllables of 
vowels and consonants; for 
example, இவர,் �ங்கம், 
�ரம், ஆைம, உடல் 

Understand that vowels and 
consonants combine to make 
composite letters; for 
example, ெக, ேக, ெகா, 
ேகா, ெகௗ 

அ�த்த ஐந்� 
உ�ெர�த்�க�டன் 
(எ, ஏ, ஒ, ஓ, ஒள) ெமய் 
எ�த்�கைள 
இைணத்தல்  

Recognise and identify that 
the 18 consonants combined 
with the 12 vowels and an 
Ayutha or soul letter ஃ 
combine to make the 247 
characters in the Tamil 
language 

Form words using syllables of 
vowels and consonants; for 
example, எட்�, ெபயர,் 
ெகாக்�, ேகா�, 
ஒளைவயார ்

Understand and write டகர 
வரிைச; for example, ட, 
டா, �, �, �, �, ெட, 
ேட, ைட, ெடா, ேடா, 
ெடௗ (Da letters), followed 
by ப வரிைச 
எ�த்�கள் and the 
subsequent letters. 

Understand that the Grantha 
letters ஸ, ஹ, ஷ, �, 
௵, � are also used at 
times in the Tamil language; 
for example, ��ஷ்ணா, 
ெஜய், ஹரி (Krishna, Jey, 
Hari) 
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 Pre-primary Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Generate language for a 
range of purposes in simple 
spoken and written texts by 
noticing and using 
context-related vocabulary 
and recognising some first 
elements of the Tamil 
grammatical system, 
including:  
• recognising gender usage 

in nouns; for example, 
மாணவன்-
மாண�, 
சேகாதரன்-
சேகாதரி 

• recognising and using 
nouns for common 
objects around them; for 
example, படம், 
�த்தகம், ெபன்�ல் 

• using numbers while 
referring to objects; for 
example, ஒ� �ைன, 
இரண்� மலரக்ள் 

• using simple verbs to 
describe actions; for 
example, சாப்��, 
எ�ந்��, �� 

• recognising that honorific 
suffixes are used when 
greeting someone older 
than themselves; for 
example, �ரளிதரன் 
அவரக்ேள! 

• expressing affirmative 
and negative verbs; for 
example, 
ஆம்/இல்ைல 

• noticing common forms 
of greetings and 
recognising the different 
levels of formality; for 
example, வணக்கம், 
�ண்�ம் 
சந்�ப்ேபாம். 

Generate language for a 
range of purposes in simple 
spoken and written texts by 
noticing and using 
context-related vocabulary 
and some first elements of 
the Tamil grammatical 
system, including: 
• describing the colour, 

size and shape of objects 
using adjectives; for 
example, வட்டமான 
பந்�, மஞ்சள்  
நிறப் �, �வப்�ப் 
ேபனா 

• noticing that intensifiers 
such as �க�ம், 
அ�கமாக give 
emphasis to phrases and 
sentences 

• beginning to locate 
events in time by using 
the months of the year 
and the seasons; for 
example, ைத மாதம் ,
�ளிரக்ாலம் 

• using conjunctions; for 
example மற்�ம், 
ஆனால்; எனக்� 
ேதாைச ��க்�ம் 
ஆனால் இட்� 
��க்கா�. 

• expressing likes and 
dislikes; for example, 
��த்த�/ 
��க்காத�; 
எனக்� நீல நிறம் 
��க்�ம்.; எனக்� 
பந்� �ைளயாட 
��ப்பம். 

• developing cardinal 
number knowledge for 
11–20  

Generate language for a 
range of purposes in simple 
spoken and written texts by 
noticing and using 
context-related vocabulary 
and some first elements of 
the Tamil grammatical 
system, including:  
• beginning to describe 

quantity using cardinal 
numbers; for example, 
�ன்� 
நாற்கா�கள், 
இ�ப� மரங்கள் 

• describing the 
characteristics of things 
using noun-adjective 
phrases for example, 
என் தந்ைத 
உயரமானவர.்; என் 
அம்மா 
நைகச�்ைவயான
வர.் 

• describing possession 
using word order in 
familiar phrases; for 
example, என் ேபனா, 
என் �றந்தநாள் 

• referring to things using 
demonstratives; for 
example, இ� ேபனா.; 
அ� பழம். 

• recognising and using 
different question words 
and anticipated answers; 
for example, யார?் 
எவ்வள�? எங்ேக? 
எப்ேபா�?  

• expressing negative 
responses; for example, 
இ� �வப்� நிறப் 
�த்தகம் இல்ைல.; 
அவன் ஓட�ல்ைல. 

Generate language for a 
range of purposes in simple 
spoken and written texts by 
noticing and using 
context-related vocabulary 
and elements of the Tamil 
grammatical system, 
including:  
• describing people and 

animals using subject 
pronouns, gender and 
adjectives; for example, 
அவன், அவள், 
அவர,் அ�; 
அண்ண்ன்,  
அக்கா ,தம்� ,
தங்ைக 
என் நண்பன் 
�க�ம் நல்லவன். 

• expressing quantity using 
cardinal numbers, such 
as நாற்ப�, ஐம்ப�, 
��, �ந்��, and 
ordinal numbers, such as 
நாற்பதாவ�, 
ஐம்பதாவ�  

• describing objects in the 
singular and plural forms; 
for example,  
ெபட்� - ெபட்�கள் 
கத� - கத�கள் 
பந்� - பந்�கள் 

• using pronouns such as 
உனக்�, உனக்காக 
to refer to relationships 
between people and 
things; for example, 
நாங்கள் காற்பந்� 
�ைளயாட ��ய 
காலணிகள் 
வாங்�ேனாம். 

Generate language for a 
range of purposes in simple 
spoken and written texts by 
recognising and using 
context-related vocabulary 
and elements of the Tamil 
grammatical system, 
including:  
• using simple adjectives to 

describe places and 
objects; for example, 
��ய அ�வலகம், 
பசை்சப் ெபட்� 

• using singular and plural 
forms, with their 
appropriate letter 
change; for, example, 
மரம் - மரங்கள்,  
பல் - பற்கள்  

• telling the time on the 
hour; for example, 
ேநற்� நான் 
காைல ஏ� 
மணிக்�ப் 
பள்ளிக்�ச ்
ெசன்ேறன்.  

• expressing time periods 
by using days of the 
week; for example, 
நான் 
�ங்கட்�ழைம 
�ைடப்பந்� 
�ைளயா�ேவன். 

• describe the location of 
objects; for example, 
�ேழ, உள்ேள, 
அ��ல், �ன்னால்  

• seeking information 
using questions; for 
example, எப்ேபா�? 
எங்ேக? 
எங்��ந்�? 

• linking ideas using 
conjunctions; for 

Generate language for a 
range of purposes in simple 
spoken and written texts by 
recognising and using 
context-related vocabulary 
and elements of the Tamil 
grammatical system, 
including:  
• describing objects in the 

noun groups (common, 
specific and collective); 
for example, �ழைம, 
�தன்�ழைம, 
�ட்டம் 

• describing 
people/objects in the 
domain (rational, 
irrational); for example, 
நண்பன், �ைன 

• referring to people and 
things using pronouns 
such as personal, 
proximate, remote, 
possessive; for example, 
நான், என�, அந்த, 
இங்ேக, நாங்கள் 

• using masculine, 
feminine, common, 
neuter singular and 
neuter plural forms of 
nouns; for example, 
சேகாதரன், 
சேகாதரி, 
சேகாதரர,் �யல், 
�யல்கள் 

• observing the 
relationship between 
gender and verb endings; 
for example, அவன் 
எ���றான், 
அவள் 
எ���றாள், 
நாங்கள் 
எ���ேறாம். 

Generate language for a 
range of purposes in simple 
spoken and written texts by 
using context-related 
vocabulary and elements of 
the Tamil grammatical 
system, including:  
• using adjectives to 

describe people, 
activities and things; for 
example, இந்த 
ேதாைச 
���வாக�ம் 
�ைவயாக�ம் 
இ�க்�ற�. 

• comparing and 
evaluating using 
comparatives and 
superlatives; for 
example, எனக்� 
ெதாைலக்காட்� 
பாரப்்பைத�ட 
காற்பந்� 
�ைளயாடேவ 
��ப்பம். 

• using adverbs to describe 
the frequency, quantity, 
and quality of verbs; for 
example, 
�னந்ேதா�ம், 
அ�கமாக, 
ம�ழ்ச�்யாக 

• using prepositions; for 
example, �ன்�, 

�ற�, இன்�, 
ேநற்�, நாைள 

• understanding the rules 
for past, present and 
future tenses and taking 
note of the use of tense 
marker to differentiate 
tenses; for example, ட், 
த், ற், ��, �ன்�, 
வ், ப்; ��த்தான், 
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 Pre-primary Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

• recognising that there 
are different ways to ask 
questions; for example, 
யார?் எங்ேக? ஏன்? 

• using imperative forms of 
simple verbs when giving 
instructions; for example, 
உட்கா�ங்கள்!, 
�த்தகத்ைத/ 
எ�ங்கள்! 

• expressing likes and 
dislikes for example, 
��ப்பம்,  
��ப்ப�ல்ைல 

• developing cardinal 
number knowledge for 
zero to ten 

• using simple verbs to 
describe actions; for 
example, உட்கார/் 
இ�, சாப்��, ��, 
�ைளயா� 

• developing number 
knowledge for 21 to 30 

• using imperatives; for 
example,  
ைகைய 
உயரத்்�ங்கள்/ 
உயரத்்�!, 
�த்தகத்ைதத் 
�ற�ங்கள்!/�ற! 

• giving praise, gratitude 
and encouragement; for 
example, நன்�, �க 
நன்�, �ண்�ம் 
�யற்� ெசய், 
நன்�, �க்க நன்� 

• recognising that the 
same rules of 
punctuation apply as in 
English, for example 
using full stops, commas, 
question marks and 
exclamation marks  

• developing number 
knowledge for 31 to 40 

Begin to develop a 
metalanguage in Tamil for 
talking about language, using 
terms similar to those used in 
English 

example, ஆைகயால், 
ஆனால், மற்�ம், 
அத்�டன் 

• understanding the rules 
for subject-object-verb 
sentence construction; 
for example, நான் 
ேதாைச 
சாப்�ட்ேடன்.; and 
possessive word order; 
for example, என் 
தம்��ன் �தத்கம். 

• using past, present and 
future tenses and taking 
note of their different 
forms; for example, 
�ைளயா�ேனன், 
�ைளயா� 
�ேறன்; 
�ைளயா�ேவன் 

• directing others using 
imperatives, such as 
�டா�!, �க்�ரம்!, 
கவனம்!, and inviting 
others using polite 
forms; for example, 
தய� ெசய்� 
அம�ங்கள். 

• developing number 
knowledge for 41 to 60 

Begin to develop a 
metalanguage in Tamil for 
talking about language, using 
terms similar to those used in 
English 

• seeking information and 
explanation indicating 
location using 
prepositions to expand on 
spoken or written 
interactions; for example, 
ேமேல, உள்ேள,  
அங்��ந்�, 
அங்ேக  

• creating cohesion using 
prepositions; for 
example, �ற�, 
�ன்�; நான் 
காைல 
உண�க்�ப் �ற� 
என் தங்ைகேயா� 
பள்ளிக்�ச ்
ெசல்ேவன்.  

• using antonyms, such as 

உள்ேள - ெவளிேய 

ேமேல - �ேழ  

• using question words, 
such as யா�டன்? 
எதற்�? எ�ல்? 

• developing number 
knowledge for 61 to 80, 
and using a dozen, a 
decade, and a century 

Build a metalanguage in Tamil 
to comment on vocabulary 
and grammar, and describe 
patterns, grammatical rules 
and variations in language 
structures 

��க்�ன்றான், 
��ப்பான் 

• expressing reactions with 
exclamations; for 
example, எவ்வள� 
அழ�! 

• becoming aware of the 
Tamil subject-object-verb 
structure; for example, 
எனக்� 
நாய்க்�ட்� 
��ப்பம்.  

• using joining words and 
split words; for example,  
without change 
(இயல்�ப்�ணரச்�்) 
மலர+்மாைல= 
மலரம்ாைல 
with change 
(�காரப்�ணரச்�்) 
�ைர+படம்= 
�ைரப்படம் 

• developing number 
knowledge for 81 to 100, 
one thousand, one 
hundred thousand and 
one million, ஆ�ரம், 
பத்தா�ரம், 
இலட்சம் and reading 
numbers like ‘2022’ as 
இரண்டா�ரத்� 
இ�பத்� இரண்�. 

Build a metalanguage in 
Tamil to describe patterns, 
grammatical rules and 
variations in language 
structures 

Recognise that language is 
organised as ‘text’ that can 
be spoken, written, digital, 
visual or multimodal 

Understand that language is 
organised as ‘text’ and that 
different types of texts have 
different features 

Understand that language is 
organised as ‘text’ that takes 
different forms and uses 
different structures and 
features to achieve its 
purpose 

Recognise the particular 
language features and 
textual conventions in 
simple, familiar, spoken, 
written and multimodal 
Tamil texts 

Notice differences in familiar 
texts, such as personal, 
informative and imaginative 
texts, and explain how 
particular features of such 
texts help to achieve their 
purpose 

Recognise that spoken, 
written and multimodal 
Tamil texts have certain 
conventions and can take 
different forms depending on 
the context in which they are 
produced 

Understand how Tamil texts 
use language in ways that 
create different effects and 
suit different audiences 
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 Pre-primary Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Language variation 
and change 

Recognise that in Tamil, as in 
English and other languages, 
there are different ways of 
greeting and interacting with 
people 

Recognise that Tamil 
speakers use language 
differently in different 
situations, such as when 
socialising with peers and 
friends or at home with the 
family 

Understand that Tamil 
speakers use language 
differently in different 
situations and according to 
cultural norms, such as when 
at home with the family or in 
the classroom  

Understand and demonstrate 
how language use varies 
according to the participants’ 
age, gender and relationship 
and the context of use  

Understand that different 
ways of using Tamil language 
reflect different regions and 
countries, different 
relationships and different 
ways of making meaning  

Understand that there are 
variations in Tamil as it is 
used in different contexts by 
different people; for 
example, formal/informal 
register and regional 
variations 

Understand that the Tamil 
language is used differently 
in different contexts and 
situations 

Role of language 
and culture 

Recognise that Tamil is one 
of many languages spoken in 
Australia, including 
Aboriginal languages and 
Torres Strait Islander 
languages, Asian languages 
and world languages 

Recognise that Australia is a 
multilingual society with 
speakers of many different 
languages, including Tamil, 
and that Tamil and English 
borrow words and 
expressions from each other 

Recognise that all languages, 
including Tamil, change 
continuously over time 
through contact with each 
other and through changes in 
society 

Notice differences between 
Tamil, Australian and other 
cultures’ practices and how 
these are reflected in 
language 

Understand that Tamil is an 
important global language 
used by communities in 
many countries around the 
world and that it has 
connections with several 
other languages 

Make connections between 
language and culture use by 
identifying vocabulary and 
expressions that reflect 
different cultural values, 
traditions or practices 

Understand that there are 
different forms of spoken 
and written Tamil used in 
different contexts within 
Tamil Nadu and in other 
regions of the world 

Reflect on how their own and 
others’ language use is 
shaped by and reflects 
communities’ ways of 
thinking and behaving and 
may be differently 
interpreted by others 

Understand that the Tamil 
language is constantly 
changing due to contact with 
other languages and to the 
impact of new technologies 
and knowledge 

Understand that language 
and culture are integral to 
the nature of identity and 
communication 
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Tamil: Second Language – Scope and Sequence 7–10 
Communicating 

 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 

Socialising Initiate and participate in interactions with peers and 
known adults orally and in writing to exchange 
information about and share opinions, thoughts and 
feelings on people, social events and school 
experiences; for example, என் சேகாதரி 
என்ைனக் ேகாபம் அைடயச ்ெசய்தாள் 
ஏெனனில் …; ேநற்� இர� நான் என் 
நண்பரக்�டன் �ைரயரங்கத்�ற்�ச ்
ெசன்ேறன்.; எனக்� இைச/ 
கணினி/கணிதம் 
��ப்பம்/��ப்ப�ல்ைல.; நீங்கள்/நீ 
�ண்�ம் இவ்வ�டம் ப�ப்பெதன்றால் … 

Initiate and participate in interactions with peers and 
known adults orally and in writing to discuss and 
share ideas, opinions and experiences of special 
holidays and travel; for example, நீங்கள் 
���ைறக்� எங்� ெசன்�ரக்ள்?/நீ 
���ைறக்� எங்� ெசன்றாய்?; நான் 
ெசன்ைன�ல் வ�க்�ம் என் 
ெபற்ேறாரக்ளின் நண்பரக்ேளா� தங்� 
இ�ந்ேதன்.; நீங்கள் ேகாைடக்கால 
�ற்�லா�ற்� ெசன்�ரக்ளா?/நீ 
ேகாைடக்கால �ற்�லா�ற்� 
ெசன்றாயா?; நான் மாகெரட்ரிவர ்
ெசன்� அதன் �ற� அல்பணி 
ெசன்ேறன்.; வ�டப்�றப்� 
ெகாண்டாட்டதை்த எவ்வா� 
ெகாண்டாட 
இ�க்��ரக்ள்?/இ�க்�றாய்?; நாங்கள் 
நண்பரக்�ட�ம் ��ம்ப�ன�ட�ம் 
ேசரந்்� இர� உண� 
உண்ணப்ேபா�ேறாம்.; இவ்வ�டம் 
நாங்கள் நள்ளிர� பன்னிரண்� வைர 
�ைளயா�ய �ற� 
வானேவ�க்ைகையப் பாரக்்க மா� 
�கப்�ற்�ச ்ெசன்ேறாம். 

Initiate and participate in sustained interactions with 
others orally and in writing to exchange ideas, and 
compare and justify personal opinions about aspects 
of childhood, teenage life and relationships; for 
example, தற்ேபா�, எ�ரக்ாலத்�ல்; 
எனக்� பத்� வய� இ�க்�ம் ேபா� ...; 
இளம்வய�னராக இ�ப்ப� நல்ல� 
அல்ல� க�னமான� காரணம் …; என் 
க�த்�ன் ப� ...; உங்கள்/உன் க�த்� 
என்ன?; என்ைனக் ேகட்டால் ...; நான் ஒ� 
ேபா�ம் சம்ம�க்க மாட்ேடன்.  

Initiate and participate in sustained interactions with 
others orally and in writing to discuss young people’s 
experiences and interest in contemporary culture 
and social issues; for example, இைளஞரக்ளின் 
ஆேராக்�யம், ெமா�ையக் கற்றல், 
தற்கால மற்�ம் எ�ரக்ால 
ெபா�ப்�க�ம். 

Express feelings and justify opinions; for example, 
உங்க�க்�/உனக்� எப்ப� 
இ�க்�ற�?; உங்க�க்�/உனக்� த�ழ் 
ப�க்க க�னமாக இ�க்�றதா?; எனக்�, 
நான் நிைனக்�ேறன்…; �ழ�ன் 
�ய்ைமையப் ேபண என்ன ெசய்ய 
ேவண்�ம்?; அ�த்த வ�டம் நீ என்ன 
ப�க்கப் ேபா�றாய்?/நீங்கள் என்ன 
ப�க்கப் ேபா��ரக்ள்?  

Engage in individual and collaborative tasks that 
involve planning; for example, hosting a Tamil class 
or visitor, or organising an excursion to a South 
Indian restaurant, the cinema, a music concert, or a 
Tamil Association Open Day Function or Market 
considering options, negotiating arrangements and 
participating in transactions 

Engage in individual and collaborative tasks that 
involve planning experiences and activities, 
considering options, negotiating arrangements, 
solving problems and participating in transactions 
that include purchasing goods and services; for 
example, a birthday party, Christmas or New Year’s 
Eve festivities, preparing for a real or virtual event or 
trip, an excursion to a South Indian restaurant, a 
sporting event or community festival, such as Pongal 
Festival 

Engage in individual and collaborative tasks that 
involve planning and managing activities, events or 
experiences, exchanging resources and information; 
for example, planning a display or performance to 
illustrate their memories of aspects of their 
childhood, or organising a forum to raise awareness 
of issues of interest to teenagers 

Contribute ideas, opinions and suggestions in 
individual and collaborative tasks, exchanging 
resources and information, solving problems and 
managing diverse views; for example, organising real 
or simulated forums, social media or daily news 
segments, protests or rallies to raise awareness of 
contemporary culture and social issues 
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Informing Access and summarise key information and 
supporting details from texts related to aspects of 
their personal and social worlds 

Access, summarise and share key ideas and 
information from a range of texts related to aspects 
of their personal and social worlds, and present them 
in different formats for the intended audience 

Analyse ideas and information from a range of texts 
related to aspects of their personal and social worlds, 
identifying context, purpose and intended audience 

Analyse, synthesise and evaluate ideas and 
information from a range of perspectives on texts 
related to aspects of their personal, natural and 
social worlds, such as regional news headlines, local 
community announcements and advertisements, and 
identify how context and culture affect how 
information is presented 

Organise and present information and ideas on texts 
related to aspects of their personal and social worlds, 
using language and modes of presentation to suit 
different audiences and contexts 

Organise and present information and ideas to raise 
awareness of and inform others about texts related 
to aspects of their personal and social worlds, using 
language and modes of presentation to compare 
perspectives and experiences 

Convey information and ideas, and offer their own 
views, on texts related to aspects of their personal 
and social worlds, using language and different 
modes of presentation to suit different audiences or 
to achieve different purposes 

Convey information, comments, perspectives and 
experiences on texts related to aspects of their 
personal, natural and social worlds, using language 
and different modes of presentation to suit different 
audiences or to achieve different purposes 

Creating Respond to imaginative texts, such as songs, poems, 
plays or stories, by expressing opinions about the 
themes and key ideas, values and techniques used to 
engage and entertain audiences 

Respond to imaginative texts, such as raps, poems, 
picture books or cartoons, analysing ideas, themes, 
values and techniques used to engage and entertain 
audiences, and make connections with personal 
experiences and other imaginative texts in own 
language and culture 

Discuss how imaginative texts, such as பார�யார ்
அல்ல� பார�தாசன் க�ைதகள், reflect 
Tamil cultural values or experiences through using 
structure, language and mood to build action, 
develop character and position the reader/audience 

Analyse how aesthetic, humorous or emotional 
effects are created in ways that reflect cultural 
influence in imaginative texts, such as poems, short 
stories, cartoons, films, songs, dance, street art and 
performance; for example, பார�யார ்
க�ைதகள் 

Create and present simple individual and shared 
imaginative texts that involve imagined characters, 
places and experiences to entertain peers and 
younger audiences 

Create and present a range of simple texts that 
involve imagined contexts and characters, selecting 
appropriate language, rhythms and images to enrich 
the visual or listening experience 

Create and present imaginative texts that involve 
moods and effects and are designed to engage 
different audiences 

Create and present a range of imaginative texts on 
themes of personal or social relevance to express 
ideas or reflect cultural values, social issues or 
experience 

Translating Translate texts and compare their own translation to 
classmates’, noticing when it is difficult to transfer 
meaning from one language to the other 

Translate and/or interpret texts, including those that 
use language with colloquial or cultural associations, 
and consider why there might be differences in 
interpretation and how language reflects elements of 
culture 

Translate and interpret a range of texts and discuss 
how to convey concepts that do not translate easily 
across different linguistic and cultural contexts 

Consider the nature of translating and interpreting, 
explaining how cultural perspectives and concepts 
have been represented when transferring meaning 
from one language to another; for example, how 
popular Tamil expressions and idioms, such as 
கல்யாணம் என்ப� ஆ�ரம் காலத்�ப் 
ப�ர;் எனக்� ஏற்கனேவ கா� 
�த்�யாச�், can create confusion when 
translated literally 

Reflecting Interact and engage with members of the 
Tamil-speaking community to share and compare 
aspects of culture that affect communication and 
notice how own culture impacts on language use; for 
example, ways of expressing feelings, or politeness 
protocols associated with social events 

Participate in intercultural interactions with members 
of the Tamil-speaking community to discuss cultural 
practices, demonstrating awareness of the 
importance of shared understanding and reflecting 
on adjustments made as a result of reactions and 
responses 

Monitor language choices when using Tamil, 
considering their own and others’ responses and 
reactions in intercultural communication, questioning 
assumptions and values and taking responsibility for 
modifying language and behaviours in relation to 
different cultural perspectives 

Reflect on the experience of learning and using Tamil, 
considering how intercultural communication 
involves taking responsibility for contributing to 
mutual understanding by modifying language and 
behaviours in relation to cultural perspectives 

Consider how their own biography – including 
personal experiences, family origins, traditions and 
beliefs, interests and experience – influences their 
identity and communication 

Consider how their own biography influences their 
identity and communication, and shapes their own 
intercultural experiences 

Investigate and share family and cultural traditions 
and experiences, considering how these have shaped 
and continue to shape personal and cultural identity 

Explore and express own cultural identity and ability 
to act as a cultural mediator between Tamil speakers 
and other Australians 
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Understanding 

 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 

Systems of 
language 

Recognise that in Tamil, the 12 vowels and 18 
consonants combine to form vowel- consonant 
sounds that follow the pattern of sounds for all 
consonants of the Tamil language; for example, 12 
உ�ர ்எ�த்�கள், 18 ெமய் எ�த்�கள், 
216 உ�ரெ்மய் எ�த்�கள் 

Recognise and use the hard consonants and their 
conjunctions with soft consonants (இன 
எ�த்�கள்); for example,  
(ங்-க்) (ஞ்-ச)் (ண்-ட்) (ந்-த்) (ம்-ப்) (ன்-ற்) 

Recognise and enunciate words and combine them to 
construct sentences; for example, அவள் என் 
ேதா�, இ� என் ��. 

Recognise the specific sound difference between 
consonants, and the correct pronunciation of the 
same, to avoid distorting the meaning of the word 
(மயங்ெகா�கள்) in Tamil where the meanings 
of the words differ; for example, வ�, வளி, வ�, 
கரி, க�, மைண, மைன 

Recognise and use sound intonation and comparing 
pronunciation; for example, எ�த்ேதன், 
எ�தத்ன், நிைனத்ேதன், ெநைனசச்ன் 

Recognise and use correct sound pronunciation, 
intonation and rhythm in spoken text in a poem, song 
or story; for example, த��க்�ம்  
அ�ெதன்� ேபர ்… 

Understand and write the  
• 12 vowels: அ, ஆ, இ, ஈ, உ, ஊ, எ, ஏ, ஐ, ஒ, 

ஓ, ஔ 
• Ayutha letter (ஆய்த எ�த்�); ஃ  
• 18 consonants: க், ங், ச,் ஞ், ட், ண், த், ந், ப், 

ம், ய், ர,் ல், வ், ழ், ள், ற், ன்  
• 216 composite letters 

Identify the sound of three groups of consonants as 
வல்�னம் (க், ச,் ட், த், ப், ற்), ெமல்�னம் 
(ங், ஞ், ண், ந், ம், ன்), இைட�னம் (ய், ர,் ல், 
வ், ழ், ள்); for example, த�ழ் - த (வல்�னம்) 
� (ெமல்�னம்) ழ் (இைட�னம்) 

Recognise and use �ற்�ய�கர 
எ�த்�கள் when joining words; for example, 
�, �, �, �, �, �; 
ேகட்�+ெசால்=ேகட்�செ்சால் 
(வல்�னம் ��ம் இடங்கள்) 

Consolidate the use of punctuation to make meaning 
when understanding and creating Tamil texts 

Recognise that not all letters can be used as the first 
letter of a word; for example, ங, ழ, ள 

Understand and use some single-letter words in Tamil; 
for example, ைக, ைம, ைப, ேகா, ஈ, �, � 

Compare how spoken Tamil is different in various 
parts of India, Sri Lanka and other Tamil-speaking 
countries, and that each dialect is influenced by the 
local language of the region. 

Recognise, understand and use Grantha letters, 
which are used for writing Sanskrit words; for 
example, ஷ் as in ��ஷ்ணன், ஹ as in 
ஹரிஹரன் 

Generate language for a range of purposes in spoken 
and written texts by using context-related vocabulary 
and applying elements of the Tamil grammatical 
system, including: 
• describing the various noun types (thing, place, 

period, part, abstract and gerund); for example, 
க�காரம், நா�, காைல, ைக, 
நல்லவள், ந�ப்� 

• describing qualities of people using adjectives of 
character and appearance; for example, 
ேகாபக்காரன், க�ைண உள்ளம் 
பைடத்தவன், நைகச�்ைவ�ணர�் 
ெகாண்டவர,் நல்ல �ணம் 
பைடத்தவர.் 

• using singular and plural possessive adjectives; 
for example, ராமன் ைபையத் 
ெதாைலத்� �ட்டான்.; அவரக்ளின் 
ெபற்ேறாரக்ள் வயதானவரக்ள். 

Generate language for a range of purposes in spoken 
and written texts by using context-related vocabulary 
and applying elements of the Tamil grammatical 
system, including: 
• indicating quantity using அ�கமான, 

ெப�மள�ல் 
• using classifiers; for example, �ப்�, கட்�, 

�ம்பல், மந்ைத  
• using indefinite terms; for example, பல, �ல 
• specifying place and location; for example, 

இங்ேக, அங்ேக, ேமேல, �ேழ 
• comparing and contrasting; for example, 

அைத�ட, �க�ம், ஒப்��ைக�ல், 
அதனி�ம் 

• using articulated prepositions �ட்�க்�, 
�டத்���ந்� plus article, ஒ�, ஓர ்

Generate language for a range of purposes in spoken 
and written texts by extending understanding and 
use of context-related vocabulary and elements of 
the Tamil grammatical system, including: 
• describing people and things using compound 

nouns; for example, நீல வானம், நல்ல 
மனிதர,் பசை்சக்�ளி 

• describing the qualities of people and things 
using noun-adjective phrases; for example, 
ெகட்�க்காரப் ைபயன், நல்ல ���, 
அழகான ஓ�யம் 

• describing people and things using comparative 
and superlative adjectives; for example, 
அைத�டப் ெபரிய�, 
எல்லாவற்��ம் ெபரிய�, அ�ேவ 
ெபரிய� 

Generate language for a range of purposes in spoken 
and written texts by extending understanding and 
use of context-related vocabulary and elements of 
the Tamil grammatical system, including: 
• describing direct object pronouns; for example, 

ேத� ேமைட�ல் நடனம் ஆ�னாள். 
• recognising indirect object pronouns; for 

example, ராமன் தன� மைன�க்� 
க�த்தணிையக் ெகா�த்தான். 

• using adverbs and adverbial phrases of manner, 
place and time to modify the meaning of verbs 
and adjectives, such as describing events across 
different times, choosing appropriate tenses; for 
example, காைல�ல் ���ழா இடம் 
ெபற்ற�.; தற்ேபா� ேபச�்ப்ேபாட்� 
நைடெபற்�க் ெகாண்��க்�ற�.; 
இன்� இர� ெபரத்் கைலக்�டத்�ல் 
கைலநிகழ்ச�் நைடெப�ம். 
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• describing possession using possessive pronouns 
and in noun-adjective phrases; for example, என் 
தந்ைத உயரமானவர.்; என் தாயார ்
நல்லவர.் 

• indicating quantity using plurals; for example, 
பழங்கள், �ைனகள், �ன்� 
�த்தகங்கள், நிைறயப் �தத்கங்கள்  

• demonstrating the use of suitable pronouns for 
singular and plural nouns; for example, 
அவன்/அவள் - அவரக்ள்  

• learning to use possessive adjectives in their 
first-, second- and third-person forms when 
talking about family and possessions; for example, 
என் ��ம்பம், உன் ��ம்பம், அவன் 
��ம்பம் 

• learning to use adverbs to qualify verbs; for 
example, அ�கமாக, ெப�ம்பா�ம், 
ஏறக்�ைறய, �ட்டதத்ட்ட, 
�க்�யமாக 

• using cardinal and ordinal numbers in familiar 
contexts and modelled language, such as with 
age, date, time and describing the school day; for 
example, ஒன்�, �ன்�, இரண்டாவ�, 
ஐந்தாவ�; �தல் வ�ப்� காைல எட்� 
மணிக்�த் ெதாடங்�ம். 

• observing the relationship between gender and 
verb endings; for example, அமலன் 
வ��றான்.; ேகாம� வ��றாள்.; 
அவரக்ள் வ��றாரக்ள். 

• locating events in time – for example, days, 
dates, and months, such as சனிக்�ழைம, 
ஆ� மாதம், �சம்பர,் வார இ�� 
நாள் – and referring to the past and future 
using time indicators, such as ேநற்�, இன்�, 
நாைள 

• using past tense, present tense and future tense; 
for example, நான் ��ந்�க்�ச ்
ெசன்ேறன்.; நான் ேதாைச 
சாப்���ேறன்.; நான் �ைடப்பந்� 
�ைளயா�ேவன். 

• connecting or elaborating clauses by using joining 
words to create complex sentences, such as 
ஆைகயால்; for example, அவன் 

• expressing emotions; for example, �ரமாதம்!, 
அேடங்கப்பா!, ஐேயா!, �க்க 
ம�ழ்ச�், நன்� 

• using adverbs to qualify verbs; for example, 
ெப�ம்பா�ம், ஏறக்�ைறய, 
�ட்டத்தட்ட, �க்�யமாக 

• locating events in time, such as days, dates and 
months; for example, நான் வார இ�� 
நாட்களில் காற்பந்� 
�ைளயா�ேவன்; referring to the past and 
future using time indicators, such as �ன்�, 
�ற�, ேநற்�, நாைள  

• seeking information using interrogatives; for 
example, எவ்வள� ேநரம்?, எத்தைன 
மணி?, ேநரம் என்ன? 

• referring to length of time; for example, ெவ� 
ேநரம், பல நாள், நீண்ட ேநரம் 

• beginning to refer to events and time using 
frequency markers; for example, �ல 
ேநரங்களில், ெப�ம்பா�ம், 
என்றாவ�, ஒ� �ைற, அவ்வப்ேபா�, 
பல �ைற, ஒ� ேபா�ம், இன்� 
காைல, ��ந்த�ன், �ற� 

• using information-gathering questions, such as 
எங்ேக? எப்ேபா�? எந்த நாள்? 
என்ைறக்�? 

• accepting or declining invitations; for example, 
அைழப்�க்� நன்�, மன்னிக்க�ம், 
என்னால் வர இலா�. 

• using negative constructions including the double 
negative; for example, �டேவ �டா�, 
��யேவ ��யா� 

• using the subject-object-verb construction when 
writing sentences; for example, நாங்கள் 
ேதாைச சாப்�ட்ேடாம். 

• using verbs in past, present and future tenses; for 
example, ப�தத்ான், ப�க்�றான், 
ப�ப்பான்  

• using verbs to express action and time; for 
example, அவன் �னந்ேதா�ம் 
ெசய்�த்தாள் ப�ப்பான்.; ராமன் 
வாரநாட்களில் பந்� 

• using qualitative adjectives in sentences; for 
example, அழ�ய, அழகான, 
அலங்கரிக்கப்பட்ட  

• beginning to use reflexive pronouns and verbs in 
modelled sentences; for example, நாேன, 
என்ைனேய, எனக்ேக, நீங்கேள, 
அவேன, அவரக்ேள, தாேம, தமக்ேக 

• using indicators of groups or collective nouns; for 
example, �ம்பல், ேஜா�, �ேவந்தர ்

• using terms of address; for example, 
தாய்மாரக்ேள, அவரக்ேள, ஐயா  

• using classifiers; for example, �ப்�, கட்�, 
��, �ழம் 

• describing people, things and time using 
acronyms and abbreviations; for example, 
�.நகர ்(T. Nagar), �.� (B.C), �.� (AD) 

• using comparative and superlative forms of 
adverbs and adjectives; for example, ரா� 
அவைன �ட ேவகமாக ஓ�னான். 

• expressing imagination by using imagery; for 
example, காற்� க�ைமயாக ���ற�. 

• maintaining interactions using rhetorical devices 
– for example, உண்ைமயா?, அ�வல்ல – 
and verbal fillers, such as இல்ைலெயனில், 
�லம், இவ்வா�, �தன் �ைறயாக, 

• using modal verbs, such as ெசய்ய 
ேவண்�ம், �றைமயாக, அவ�யமாக, 
கண்�ப்பாக; அவ�யமாக 
ஆ�ரியைரச ்சந்�க்க ேவண்�ம். 

• using synonyms; (ஒ� ெசால் பல ெபா�ள்) 
for example, �ரியன் – ஆதவன், 
க�ரவன், ஞா��  
அரசன்- ேகா, மன்னன், ேவந்தன் 

• recognising and using homonyms 
(பல்ெபா�ள் ஒ� ெசால்); for example, 
�ங்கள் -   
மாதம், சந்�ரன், வாரநாள் 

• referring to the past, present and future, and 
relating events in time using adverbs; for 
example, �ன்�, அ�த்�, வ��ன், 
�ற� 

• indicating possibility; for example, 
இ�க்கலாம், இ�க்கக்��ம், ஒ� 

• introducing additional information when 
describing actions, people and objects by using a 
range of prepositions, including articulated 
prepositions; for example, க�த்�ன் ப�, 
ேம�ம் 

• using connectors to form paragraphs; for 
example, �த�ல், அ�த்தப�யாக, 
எனேவ, ேம�ம், இ��யாக, ஆகேவ  

• expressing opinions; for example, 
நிைனக்�ேறன், நான் உணர�்ேறன், 
நான் அ�கமாக ��ம்�வ�, 
ஒப்��ம் ேபா�, என் சார�்ல் 

• using encouraging words, such as �யற்� 
ெசய், advising words, such as, ெசய்தாக 
ேவண்�ம், கட்டாயம், உ��யாக, and 
evaluating words, such as, என் க�த�்ன் 
ப�, என்ைனப் ெபா�த்தவைர, என் 
நம்�க்ைக�ன் ப�, ஒ� �றம், 
எ�ரம்ாறாக 

• using the modal verbs ெசல்ல ேவண்�ம், 
�றைமயாக, ��க்க ேவண்�ம், 
அவ�யம் எ�த ேவண்�ம்; for example, 
நீங்கள் ஏன் த�ைழத் ெதாடரந்்� 
ப�க்��ரக்ள்?; நான் 
பல்கைலக்கழகம் ெதாடங்�ம் �ன் 
அெமரிக்கா ெசல்ல ��ம்��ேறன். 

• using similes in sentences; for example, 
எ��ம் �ைன�ம் ேபால; நக�ம் 
சைத�ம் ேபால 

• using metaphors; for example, 
ெசவ்�தழ்கள், கயல்கண், �த்�ப்பல் 

• using phrases and idioms to express complex 
ideas in simple ways; for example, உச�் 
�ளிரத்ல், �தைலக்கண்ணீர ் 

• understanding the function of proverbs and 
quotations; for example, அடா� ெசய்தவன் 
படா� ப�வான்.; அப்பன் அ�ைம 
மாண்டால் ெதரி�ம்.; �ைரகடல் 
ஓ��ம் �ர�யம் ேத�. 

• indicating register using colloquial and formal 
language; for example, இல்ல, எப்ேபா?, 
எ�ள?, ம�ப்�ற்�ரிய 
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��ப்பட்ட ேநரத்�ற்�ச ்ெசன்றதால் 
�ைளயாட்�ப் ேபாட்��ல் 
தாமத�ன்� கலந்� ெகாள்ள 
��ந்தத�. 

• making comparisons, such as அேதசமயம், 
and indicating similarities and differences; for 
example, ெவவ்ேவ�, சமமான 

• using adjectival participles and adverbial 
participles in sentences; for example, ெசய்ய, 
நடக்க, நிற்க; ஆ�ரியர ்ெசால்�ன்ற 
கைதகள் பய�ள்ளைவ.; இைசையக் 
ேகட்க ��ம்��ேறன். 

• using joining words and split words without 
change; for example, இயல்�ப்�ணரச்�் , 
மாைல+ேநரம்=மாைலேநரம்; 
�றந்த+நாள்=�றந்தநாள் 

• expressing likes and dislikes using 
��க்�ம்/��க்கா�, 
��ப்பம்/��ப்ப�ல்ைல  

• seeking information using a range of question 
words; for example, யார?் எ�? எப்ப�? 
எவ்வள�? எங்�? எங்ேக? 
எ���ந்�? எங்��ந்�? எப்ேபா�? 

• using exclamations; for example, 
காப்பாற்�ங்கள்! ஓ! அ�வா! ஐேயா!  

• conveying best wishes using exclamatory verbs; 
for example, நல்வாழ்த்�கள்!; 
பாராட்�கள்!  

• becoming familiar with imperatives; for example, 
அம�ங்கள்!, வா�ங்கள்!  

• showing understanding of vowels by reciting 
single-line verses where each verse starts with a 
vowel in sequence; for example, அறம் 
ெசய்ய ��ம்�, ஆ�வ� �னம், 
இயல்வ� கரேவல் 

• using joining words and split words without 
change, for example, joining words without 
change, இயல்�ப்�ணரச்�்);  
மாைல+ேநரம்=மாைலேநரம்  
�றந்த+நாள்=�றந்தநாள் 
for example split words with out change, 
வாழ்த்�மடல் = வாழ்த்�+மடல் 

�ைளயா�வான்.; இ���ல் சாந்� 
ெவற்� ெபற்றாள். 

• indicating negation; for example, �டா�, 
சரிசமமல்ல, அ�வல்ல 

• expressing modality; for example, ���ம், 
ஆகட்�ம், ேவண்�ம் 

• describing a state of action; for example, 
��ந்த�, இன்�ம் இல்ைல 

• using modal verbs to express ability, possibility, 
likelihood and permission; for example, 
���ம், சாத்�யம், வாய்ப்�, அ�ம� 

• creating cohesion using conjunctions; for 
example, ஆதலால், அதனால், உம், 
ஆைகயால், காரணத்தால், எனி�ம், 
ஆனால், ஏெனன்றால் 

• creating compound and complex sentences by 
using conjunctions; for example, ஐங்கர�ம் 
ேகாவல�ம் இன்� 
வந்தாரக்ள்.யாத� நட்�டன் 
பழ�வதால் அவ�க்� நிைறய 
நண்பரக்ள் இ�க்�றாரக்ள் . 

• recognising and using synonyms (ஒதத் 
ெசாற்கள்), such as பள்ளி, பாடசாைல, 
and antonyms (எ�ரச்ெ்சாற்கள்), such as 
ம�தத்ல் - அவம�தத்ல், இன்பம் - 
�ன்பம் 

• adding cases (ேவற்�ைமகள்), such as 
ெபயர,் ஐ, ஆல், ஆன், ஒ�, ஓ�, �, இல், 
இன், அ�, உைடய, இடம், �ளி, for 
example, மாதவன் �தத்கத்ைதத் 
�றந்தான்; தவமணி�ன் �� 
ெபரிய�.  

• using joining words with change 
(�காரப்�ணரச்�்); for example 
 appear (ேதான்றல்)  

o உ�ர+் உ�ர ் 
மணி+ஓைச=மணிேயாைச 

o உ�ர+்ெமய் 
�ைர+படம்=�ைரப்படம் 

• understanding the use of active and passive voice 
according to the context; for example, 
�மணன் �த்�ரம் வைரந்தான்.; 

சமயம், ஒ� ேவைள; அவன் ஒ� 
ேவைள அங்� வராமல் இ�க்கலாம். 

• well-wishing; for example, நம்��ேறன், 
நம்�க்ைக�டன், வாழ்த்�கள், நன்� 

• using sequencing words in paragraphs; for 
example, �த�ல், அ�த்�, ேம�ம், 
கைட�யாக, மற்ெறான்�, 
��க்கமாக 

• using cohesive devices; for example, எனி�ம், 
ஆனால், உம் 

• recognising word order; for example, எனக்� 
�ைடப்பந்� �ைளயாட ��ப்பம்.; 
�ைடப்பந்� எனக்� ��ப்பமான 
�ைளயாட்�. 

• using composition, stacking and interactive 
phrases to express complex ideas in a simple 
way; for example, ஆ�ப்பா�, பாய்ந்� 
பாய்ந்�, கலகல, சலசல 

• using joining words with change 
�காரப்�ணரச்�்; for example  
 disappear (ெக�தல்)  

o உ�ர+்உ�ர ் 
பட்�+ஆைட=பட்டாைட 

o ெமய்+உ�ர ்
வாெனா�=வான்+ஒ� and 

 convert (�ரிதல்)  
o ெமய்+ெமய் 

கண்+நீர=்கண்ணீர ் 
• recognising and using கைலசெ்சாற்கள்; for 

example, 
 இயங்கைல – online 
 வைலத்தளம் – website 
 வைலெயாளி – YouTube 

Further develop a metalanguage to discuss and 
explain grammatical forms and functions  

• understanding the structure of complex 
sentences; for example, காரணத்ேதா� 
வ�ம் �ன்பங்கைள �ேவகத்ேதா� 
சமாளிக்க ேவண்�ம். - க�யர� 
கண்ணதாசன் 

Further develop a metalanguage to discuss and 
explain grammatical forms and functions 
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Continue to build a metalanguage to describe 
grammatical concepts and to organise learning 
resources 

�மணனால் �த்�ரம் 
வைரயப்பட்ட�. 

Continue to build a metalanguage to describe 
grammatical concepts and to organise learning 
resources 

Understand the structures, conventions and purpose 
associated with a range of texts created for 
information exchange or social interaction 

Apply the structures and conventions associated with 
a range of text types and identify key features and 
functions of the different genres 

Examine the interrelationship between different text 
types, language choices, audience, context and 
purpose 

Analyse how different types of text incorporate 
cultural and contextual elements 

Language variation 
and change 

Explore how elements of communication, such as 
gestures, facial expressions and choice of language, 
vary according to context and situation 

Examine how elements of communication, such as 
gestures, facial expressions and choice of language, 
vary according to context and situation 

Analyse how and why language is used differently in 
different contexts and relationships 

Analyse and explain how and why language is used 
differently in a range of texts, considering features 
such as dialects and register 

Reflect on changes in their own use of language(s) 
over time, noticing how and when new ways are 
adopted or existing ways adapted; for example, 
�ஸ்சா, ேகக் 

Investigate the nature and extent of Tamil language 
use in both Australian and global contexts 

Explore changes to both Tamil and Australian English 
and identify reasons for these changes; for example, 
media and new technologies, popular culture and 
intercultural exchange 

Explain how Tamil language and culture have evolved 
and how they continue to change over time, and 
understand that language use has the power to 
influence social and cultural relationships and 
practices 

Role of language 
and culture 

Understand that language use reflects cultural 
expression, assumptions and perspectives; for 
example, using culturally appropriate gestures when 
greeting 

Reflect on different aspects of the cultural dimension 
of learning and using Tamil, and consider how this 
might be interpreted and responded to by members 
of the community 

Explore how language both reflects and shapes 
cultural distinctions, with reference to community, 
social class, gender and generation 

Understand that Tamil language and culture are 
interrelated and that they shape and are shaped by 
each other in a given moment and over time 
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