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The	'ways	of	assessing'	complement	'ways	of	teaching'	and	aim	to	support	teachers
in	developing	effective	assessment	practices	in	the	Languages.

The	'ways	of	assessing'	also	complement	the	principles	of	assessment	contained	in
the	Western	Australian	Curriculum	and	Assessment	Outline.	
principles,	reflective	questions	and	assessment	snapshots	support	teachers	in
reflecting	on	their	own	assessment	practice	in	relation	to	each	of	the	assessment
principles.	Here	teachers	will	find:

background	information	for	each	principle
reflective	questions
guidance	for	addressing	the	principle	within	their	own	assessment	practice.

Refer	to	the	Western	Australian	Curriculum	and	Assessment	Outline
(http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au
practices	and	phases	of	schooling.

The	key	to	selecting	the	most	appropriate	assessment	is	in	the	answers	to	several
reflective	questions.	For	example:

How	do	you	use	assessment	as	the	starting	point	of	your	lesson	planning?
Do	your	assessments	have	a	clear	purpose?
Do	you	design	assessment	tasks	in	a	way	that	meets	the	dual	purposes	of
formative	and	summative	assessment?
How	do	you	use	your	observations	of	students	(during	the	course	of	classroom
activities,	in	assignments	and	in	tests)	to	determine	how	learning	can	be
improved?
How	do	you	identify	students'	misconceptions	or	gaps	in	their	learning?
How	do	you	identify	the	next	skill	or	understanding	a	student,	or	group	of
students,	needs	to	learn?
What	information	do	you	collect	to	evaluate	your	own	teaching?
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How	do	you	work	with	colleagues	to	evaluate	student	achievement	data	and	how
does	this	work	inform	your	teaching?
What	range	of	evidence	do	you	draw	on	when	you	report	student	performance
and	evaluate	your	teaching?

In	the	Languages,	the	two	strands	Communicating	and	Understanding	are
interrelated	and	inform	and	support	each	other.	When	developing	assessment	tasks,
teachers	provide	students	with	opportunities	to	communicate	in	the	language	that
they	are	learning	and	to	demonstrate	their	understanding	of	the	language	needed
for	effective	and	interculturally	appropriate	communication.	Assessment	tasks
typically	address	the	syllabus	content	in	interconnected	ways	within	relevant,
meaningful	contexts	to	students.	As	students	demonstrate	their	learning	in	different
ways,	teachers	use	ongoing	assessment	processes	that	include	a	diverse	array	of
assessment	strategies.

Refer	to	the	Judging	Standards	
Assessment	Outline	
when	reporting	against	the	Achievement	Standards;	giving	assessment	feedback;	or
explaining	the	differences	between	one	student's	achievement	and	another's.

The	following	table	provides	examples	of	assessment	strategies	which	can	enable
teachers	to	understand	where	students	are	in	their	learning.	Assessments	should
also	be	based	on	the	integration	of	a	range	of	types	and	sources	of	evidence.

Examples	of	assessment	strategies

Observation



Group	activities

Short	responses



Extended	responses

Practical	and	authentic	tasks



Performances	or	oral	presentations

Visual	representations
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