
Modern	Greek	is	the	official	language	of	Greece	and	Cyprus.	It
is	spoken	throughout	the	world.	One	of	the	major
characteristics	of	the	extensive	Greek	Diaspora	is	the
maintenance	of	the	Greek	language	and	culture,	especially	in
Australia,	the	United	States,	Canada,	Britain,	Germany,
countries	of	Latin	America	and	Africa,	and	areas	around	the
Black	Sea,	the	Balkans,	the	Mediterranean	and	the	Middle
East.	Modern	Greek	is	also	one	of	the	official	languages	of	the
European	Union.

The	first	Greek	people	who	came	to	Australia	arrived	in	the
1820s	and	since	then	there	have	been	waves	of	Greek
migration	to	Australia,	in	particular	throughout	the	early	1900s
and	prior	to	World	War	II.	The	largest	periods	of	mass
migration	occurred	between	the	1950s	and	1970s.

The	modern	standard	version	of	Modern	Greek	(Neoelliniki:
Νεοελληνική)	is	the	demotic	form	of	the	written	and	spoken
language	and	is	the	official	language	taught	worldwide.	It	is	an
alphabetic	(non-Roman)	language,	with	24	letters,	and	has
remained	relatively	unchanged	since	ancient	times.	Modern
Greek	is	a	phonetic	language,	with	a	simple	form	of
accentuation	and	highly	structured	grammar	and	syntax.

The	Australian	Curriculum:	Languages	for	Modern	Greek	is
pitched	to	second	language	learners,	the	dominant	cohort	of
learners	in	the	Australian	context.	There	are	two	learning
pathways	for	students:	the	Foundation	to	Year	10	Sequence
and	the	Years	7–10	(Year	7	Entry)	Sequence.	Teachers	will	use
the	curriculum	to	cater	for	learners	of	different	backgrounds



by	making	appropriate	adjustments	to	differentiate	learning
experiences	for	these	students.

Modern	Greek	learning	area	contacts:

	Pre-primary	to	Year	6	:	+61	8	9273	6784	|
Adriana.Douglas@scsa.wa.edu.au	

	Year	7	to	Year	10	:	+61	8	9273	6724	|
Hanneke.Rekelhof@scsa.wa.edu.au	
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