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THE ARTICULATION OF VALUES IN THE CURRICULUM
FRAMEWORK
In recognising that values underpin and shape the curriculum, the Curriculum Council has
determined that core shared values should be explicitly articulated within the Curriculum
Framework.
Values are determined by the beliefs we hold. They are the ideas about what someone or a group thinks
is important in life and they play a very important part in our decision making. We express our values
in the way we think and act.
Lemin, M., Potts, H., and Welsford, P. (Eds). (1994). Values strategies for classroom teachers. Hawthorn, Vic.:
Australian Council for Educational Research

Background
The minimum set of core values identified comprises those that are considered generally to be
held by members of Australia's multicultural society, taking into account certain shared values
which are distinctive to Aboriginal culture.
The starting point in developing the values was the undertaking of an audit of existing values
frameworks around Australia.
The Western Australian National Professional Development Program (NPDP) Values Review
Project provided valuable insight into the process, through school trialing and the subsequent
development of curriculum packages.
In addition, a Values Consultative Group was formed to provide expertise and direction in
refining the final set of core shared values.

The Process
Throughout the development of the Curriculum Framework, committees and writers were asked
to acknowledge, promote and integrate these identified values through the outcomes in the
Overarching and Learning Area Statements.
The extensive feedback received during the consultation phase was actioned by both the Values
Consultative Group and each Learning Area Review Group. The set of core shared values was
refined and integrated more explicitly within the Rationale for each Learning Area Statement.
They are also promoted and endorsed throughout the other sections of the Framework.

Summary
As explicit acknowledgement of core shared values is one of the principles of the Curriculum
Framework, the integration of these values will enhance the learning opportunities within
school communities. Students are assisted in developing these values through discussion and
modelling as part of the learning and teaching processes within the school environment.
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